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en Griffiths  is our Main speaker for February.  Ken recently spent a few days at Currawinya NP in 

Queensland. He saw a most unusual sight, a Uperoleia, probably capitulate as there were many around but 

possibly rugosa. It was actually 3 metres up a tree and still climbing.  Did the tree frog chase it up?? There were 

literally thousands of frogs around their camp.  He had never seen so many, Caerulea, latopalmata, Rubella, Lim 

Fletcheri, and Uperoleia’s. Perhaps they climb trees all the time?  It was a very rough barked eucalypt so it managed to 

slowly crawl through the bark.          PS ED The tree frog above is alive. Its just turning its head around to look.
 

THE BEAKED TOAD 

 
Photograph courtesy Robin Moore, ILCP 

 

he beaked toad, above, is a new amphibian 

species which was discovered recently in 

western Colombia. The toad doesn't progress from 

tadpoles, instead the females lay eggs on the floor of 

the rainforest which hatch into fully formed, but 

tiny, toads.  In addition to discovering the toad, the 

group, led by Conservation International and the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature's 

Amphibian Specialist Group, also rediscovered several 

species which have not been seen for decades 

including a Mexican salamander, a frog from Cote 

d'Ivoire and a frog from the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo. FATS alerted to discovery by Ruth Bieri 

LAST FATS MEETING  3
RD

 DECEMBER 2010 

unia Jeffery opened the meeting and welcomed 

our regular attendees and newcomers.  

Arthur White brought us up to date with the Cane 

Toad musters at Taren Point. Some 330 toads have 

been collected. Fortunately there have been none 

found in Towra Point Nature Reserve. The first sniffer  

 

dog used in the searches was a Springer Spaniel, however he 

had to be expelled when it was discovered that he couldn’t 

tell the difference between a Striped Marsh Frog and a Cane 

Toad  The second sniffer dog a Labrador, has been there four 

times but has found no toads. Now he has been sent home in 

disgrace having tried to mouth them (in training).  

Plans for the second Roseberry Green and Golden Bell Frog 

pond project, funded by Sydney city Council is progressing. 

These ponds will help the GGBF survivors of the Botany 

Bay Wetlands to have an extended range, beyond one back 

yard. 

The Sydney Olympic Park auditory surveys identified low 

numbers of GGBFs calling, possibly due to the rains in 

October causing a lull in activity on the nights of the survey. 

FATS members and guests viewed the entries to the Frog-O-

Graphic competition and selected the People’s Choice Entry, 

Wendy Grimm’s Crucifix Frog. Winners of the competition 

included entries from Talen Deluca, Brad McCaffery, Jilli 

Streit, Joel Cassar, Aaron Payne, Vicki Deluca, John 

Pumpurs, Kim McCaffery, Karen Russell, Marie Callins and 

Wendy Grimm. 

Jilli Streit gave us a glimpse of Madagascan Herpetofauna 

images taken on holidays. Peter Spradbrow, who works 

Featherdale Wildlife Park, gave a presentation.  

Arthur White spoke about the African Bullfrog Pyxicephalus 

adspersus, one of the few frogs reported to attack people and 

its guarding behaviour and sharp teeth. See You Tube 

“Screaming Frog” or “African Bullfrog” See 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqMhEn_PhR4 They 

originate in the lowland grass regions of Africa, have 

prominent teeth and bite. Males defend eggs and tadpoles 

and will excavate a channel to get fresh water to their 

tadpoles, when pools are drying out. Arthur had a pet one 

once called Pixie. The meeting ended with home-made 

Christmas fair, drinks and a chance to relax and chat.  MW 
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Gino Fregnan’s frog pond 

 

TAREN POINT CANE TOAD MUSTER 

n a wet and windy Wednesday a large group of 

FATS members assembled at Taren Point to assist 

with a monitoring project for the invasive Cane Toad 

(Rhinella marina). FATS worked with Sutherland Shire 

Council’s Pest Control officers who have been obtaining 

grants in order to conduct regular surveys of the area to 

determine where the toads occur and how many there 

are.  

Taren Point is 

located on the 

southern shores 

of Botany Bay 

in Sydney’s 

Sutherland Shire 

with a mix of 

industrial depots 

and residential 

housing. It is 

this industrial 

area of the 

suburb that is a likely entry point for the toads with large 

numbers of containers and building materials being trucked 

in every day. It is likely that the toad is hitching a ride with 

these materials from up north and pose a risk to local frogs 

in the Sydney region should they become established. The 

Taren Point population is perilously close to the RAMSAR 

wetlands of Towra Point and colonies of the endangered 

Green and Golden Bell Frog (Litoria aurea) further east on 

the Kurnell peninsula. The toads have also been shown to 

carry parasites, which pose a further risk to our local frogs.  

Over several hours of surveying a range of habitats from 

mangroves and salt marshes through to industrial estates 

and suburban gardens it simply reinforces how versatile and 

adaptable the toads are. Due to the cold and often miserable 

conditions only one adult male toad was found in the urban 

area of Taren Point. Further Toad Musters in the warmer 

months later this year are likely to turn up many more 

toads. Following the completion of the survey we adjourned 

for some drinks and snacks as Matthew Greenlees from the 

University of Sydney demonstrated his considerable 

knowledge of the toad including how to distinguish  

 

 

between males and females as well as a demonstration 

of how the toxins are secreted.  

A big thankyou to Sutherland Shire Council and Arthur 

White for coordinating these musters and hopefully they 

can continue to be a successful method of monitoring 

and controlling these toads to ensure they don’t become 

established and spread. Aaron Payne 

 
 Saved from mining threats New Zealand’s Archey’s Frog 

 

Thanks to the thousands of supporters who wrote letters to 

the New Zealand government ( including FATS and our 

donation of $1,000 directly to the campaign ) urging them to 

protect the frogs.  New Zealand's Dr. Phil Bishop was a 

vocal supporter on behalf of the frogs. 

http://savethefrogs.com  
 

 CHYTRID FUNGUS, FROG RECOVERY (extracts) 

rogs in Australia and the United States may be 

recovering from a fungal disease that has 

decimated amphibian populations around the world, 

researchers say. Between 1990 and 1998, the 

populations of several frog species in Australia 

plummeted due to chytridiomycosis infection, but a 

recent survey suggests the frogs are re-establishing 

themselves, NewScientist.com reported on10 Dec 2010. 

"It's happening across a number of species," Michael 

Mahony at the University of Newcastle in New South 

Wales says. There are also signs of recovery in the 

United States. 

Barred river frogs (Mixophyes esiteratus) disappeared, 

he says, but now up to 30 of the animals have returned 

to streams across Australia's Central Coast. The tusked-

frog (Adelotus) and several tree frog species (Litoria) 

have also returned there. Ross Alford at James Cook 

University in Townsville, Queensland, says tree frogs 

are also repopulating other areas of the state after their 

numbers nosedived. Some have even reached pre-

infection levels. Sent to FrogCall by Marion Anstis 

http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20827903.500

-fungus-out-the-frog-resistance-is-here.html 

http://www.promedmail.org http://www.isid.org 

Source: Ethiopian Review forwarded by Fred Parker    

    http://www.ethiopianreview.com/news/201002/?p=15518  
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F Male Cane Toad (Rhinella marina) 

from Taren Point. 

http://org2.democracyinaction.org/o/6000/p/dia/action/public/?action_KEY=3147
http://www.jcu.edu.au/mtb/publications/JCUDEV_014348.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20827903.500-fungus-out-the-frog-resistance-is-here.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20827903.500-fungus-out-the-frog-resistance-is-here.html
http://www.promedmail.org/
http://www.isid.org/
http://www.ethiopianreview.com/news/201002/?p=15518


 
 

        ANIMAL KEEPERS FAUNA RECORD BOOKS  

mphibian keepers record books are due by 30 April 2011. 

All fauna record books must be returned. No statements 

will be accepted as in past years. Penalties will apply to licensees 

whose book is not received by the Department by 30 April 2011  

FRBs are only accepted by post to the postal address below. A 

$5.00 book replacement fee (payable by credit card only) applies to 

licensees who have lost or cannot find their book and need a 

replacement in time to submit by 30 April 2010  Enquires please 

contact Wildlife Licensing and Management Unit P.O. Box 1967 

HURSTVILLE NSW 1481  (02) 9585 6406 Email: 

wildlife.licensing@environment.nsw.gov.au 

 
Marion Anstis  Cophixalus zweifeli, Cape Melville nursery frog 

 

 

HILARIOUS DANCING  FROG MAN  
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BLYJjRncJw 

 

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM  

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION  
            4th

 December to 13 March 2011 
 

ome see the world’s most spectacular wildlife 

and nature, photographic images. Bring your 

own camera. Interactive studio for all ages. 6 

College St Sydney www.australianmuseum.net.au 

 

ARE YOU A CARRIER? 

Phytophthora Dieback – Silent plant killer 
 

Phytophthora (pronounced fy – TOFF – thora) is a 

devastating plant killer.  It attacks and rots plant 

roots, destroying the food and shelter of many 

animals. It is a water mould which spreads 

naturally in water or roots. It is spread much 

further by humans moving contaminated soli or 

plant material, even small amounts.  When you are 

in the bush please take care not to spread this 

devastating disease. www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au 

 

SYDNEY ROYAL FROG & REPTILE SHOW 

 

he Sydney Royal Frog & Reptile Show will 

join the all-time favourite animal 

competitions at the Sydney Royal Easter Show 

and become an official Sydney Royal 

Competition in 2011.    With ‘Sydney Royal’ 

attached to its name, the Competition which 

has been run for the past five years, will 

become the largest of its kind in the Country.   

Non-venomous snakes, lizards, and frogs will be 

judged by independent judges and the best of the 

best rewarded.   Showcased in the Wynne 

Pavilion,  Easter Show visitors will have the 

opportunity to come face-to-face with these exotic 

creatures.  

Prizes will be awarded in each category as well as 

accolades for Grand Champion, Runner up to Grand 

Champion, the heaviest frog, the highest placed youth 

keeper, and a people's choice award. The Frog and 

Reptile competition will be held on Wednesday 27th 

April 2011 in the Wynne Pavilion This Competition is 

self-administered by Wild Australia Expo – 

www.wildexpo.com.au Sent to FATS by Ruth Bieri 

register interest at    info@wildexpo.com.au 

http://www.sydneyroyal.com.au/FrogReptile.htm 
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FROG ROCK 

ere is a rock I have walked past a few thousand times 

but the other day I was taking a photo nearby and 

must have looked at it differently and it hit me - looks like 

a frog! Maybe it doesn't to others I thought so I sent it around 

some friends and they had no trouble with frog rock so I am 

sending it to you just for fun.  It is on the Great North Walk 

track through the mangrove boardwalk at the end of Buffalo 

Creek Reserve on the edge of Lane Cove National Park. 

GrahamWeule 

 

 
Photo by Margaret - Nowra seaboard 

Green and Golden Bell Frog found in her vegie patch 
 

Green Tree Frog Litoria caerulea Bell River Estate Winery 

Mitchell Hwy near Wellington, photograph by Morgan Banks 

 

 
Frog rescue by FATS member Michelle Toms      

 
  Before surgery (above) after surgery & antibiotics (below) 

 
   Frog surgery, Litoria lesueurii  on the road at Otford 

 
    Resting, post surgery, before release Well done Michelle 
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