


FATS MEETING 2 JUNE 2006
rthur White welcomed first timers and regular
attendees. There’s nothing too peculiar about FATS

people. We like frogs, have webbed toes and many of our
members are absolute novices about amphibians. We meet
to answer and discuss frog related issues. If we don’t know
the answers as a collective, we will try to find out.
Arthur spoke about Life as a Wallum Froglet. These little
teeny tiny frogs, that no-one wants to talk about, measure
about 20mm, are cryptic, mud coloured frogs that like to hide
in mud. You can hear them but don’t always see them. They
are listed as a threatened species in Queensland and NSW and
only occur within 2 k of the coast. These tiny frogs are easily
confused with others because of their patterning variations
and this has resulted in areas where Wallum Froglet occur
being lost to development because the species was not
recognised.

They were first described as the Tinkling Frog, near railway
stations, going Crick Crick Crick and thought to be a
variation of Crinia signifera. Not much was done about them
but their little known biology is very different.

Wallum Froglets sometimes have a pale white belly line that
extends from their belly to their jaw, however research is
difficult because they can be difficult to identify in the field.
They range is from Fraser Island to Kurnell. They are winter
breeders in the South and summer breeders in the North.

In 1975 they were only known between Frazer Island and
Tweed Heads but by 1995 they had been found in places like
Kurnell, Myall Lakes and Wyong. We are not sure what their
south distribution limit is. Who wants to go out in the middle
of winter in the rain looking for evasive Wallum Froglets? As
a consequence this animal has been completely overlooked.

Michael Mahony investigated genetic differences between the
Northern (summer-breeding) and southern (winter-breeding)
populations and found relatively little genetic difference.
They are currently regarded as one species, however it’s a
species which may be on the point of separating into a
Northern and Southern species ie speciating. Evolution on our
doorstep! A detailed habitat analysis of the Kurnell study sites
and site in Myall Lakes National Park using discriminant
function statistics, has identified significant habitat
components and will allow better identification of Wallum
Froglet habitat areas. Similarly, a study of the dispersal
movements of these small frogs has found that they can travel
100 metres or more away from water, and forage in nearby
forested areas. Other variations in behaviour between Wallum
Froglets and other related Crinia species were discussed. Lots
of questions remain unanswered.

Elvira Lanham gave a short presentation on some unusual
Pseudophryne individuals found in the Southern Highlands of
NSW, near Robertson. These frogs were found in marshy,
low-lying area areas consistent with the habitat requirements
of Pseudophryne bibronii, however their markings were a
mixture of P. australis and P. bibronii and their call more like
P. australis.

Pseudophryne is a genus of frogs that is susceptible to
hybridisation for the following reasons:

1  They are small frogs that do not move great distances
2  They have relatively undifferentiated mating calls
3  Some evidence suggests females may not hear well

(Pengilley) (although this is controversial)
4  Numerous studies show hybrid zones for many Pseud

species where population ranges abut or overlap
(eg Woodruff 1978; Dennington 1990 etc).

Hybrids of P. australis and P. bibronii have been recorded
in the past in other areas of the Greater Sydney region, but
the majority of these hybrid zones appear to have been lost.
The frogs found during this trip are currently at the museum
having their DNA analysed to see if in fact they are hybrids
or just very strange P. bibronii! References
DENNINGTON, S., 1990. An analysis of a zone of
hybridization between Pseudophryne dendyi and P.
semimarmorata (Anura: Leptodactylidae); an investigation of
relationships among species of Pseudophryne from south-
eastern and south- western Australia. M.Sc., University of
Melbourne.
Woodruff  1978 Post mating reproductive isolation in
Pseudophryne and the Evolutionary Significance of Hybrid
Zones. Science 203(1). 561-563.

Many thanks to Elvira Lanham for the fascinating
presentation and for the information provided for the
newsletter.

Harry described and presented his invention for heating
reptile and amphibian enclosures. A PVC pipe is fitted with
an aquarium heater, filled with water and sealed.

arion Anstis has received a grant from the
Australian Biological Resources Study, a branch

of Environment Australia
The grant provides $16,000 for 2006-07 and an additional
$10,000 for 2007-08 (depending on government funds
being available), to assist Marion in vehicle running costs
and accommodation expenses during her long trip around
various parts of Australia studying Australian tadpoles and
frogs for her next book. Without help such as this, Marion
has had to cover all expenses herself. One trip can involve
over 15,000 km and expenses have been mounting up.

ngus MacDougall, born 5/7/2006 is pictured below
catching up on a nap before putting on his gum

boots to go frogging. Congratulations to Valerie and
Alistair, on the birth of our newest FATS member.
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�K�u�-�R�i�n�g�-�G�a�i� �W�i�l�d�f�l�o�w�e�r� �G�a�r�d�e�n�s� �f�o�r� �W�i�l�d�f�l�o�w�e�r
�F�e�s�t�i�v�a�l�,� �M�o�n�a� �V�a�l�e� �R�o�a�d�,� �S�a�t�.� �2�6�.�8�.� �a�n�d� �S�u�.� �2�7�.� �8�.

�B�a�u�l�k�h�a�m� �H�i�l�l�s� �C�o�u�n�c�i�l�,� �S�u�s�t�a�i�n�a�b�i�l�i�t�y�F�a�i�r�,� �S�a�t�.� �1�4�.�1�0�.

�C�e�n�t�e�n�n�i�a�l� �P�a�r�k�,� �D�u�c�k� �P�o�n�d�,� �S�u�.� �5�.�1�1�.� �(�F�r�o�g�w�e�e�k�)�.

�T�h�e�s�e� �a�r�e� �a�l�l�-�d�a�y� �e�v�e�n�t�s�,� �b�u�t� �i�f� �y�o�u� �w�o�u�l�d� �l�i�k�e� �t�o� �c�o�m�e
�a�n�d� �h�e�l�p� �a�n�d� �j�o�i�n� �i�n� �t�h�e� �f�u�n�,� �e�v�e�n� �f�o�r� �a� �f�e�w� �h�o�u�r�s�,� �t�h�a�t
�w�o�u�l�d� �b�e� �g�r�e�a�t�.� �A�t� �t�h�i�s� �s�t�a�g�e�,� �w�e� �d�o�n ��t� �h�a�v�e� �a�n�y� �h�e�l�p�e�r�s
�y�e�t� �f�o�r� �a�n�y� �o�f� �t�h�e�s�e� �d�a�t�e�s�.� �P�l�e�a�s�e� �c�o�n�t�a�c�t� �m�e� �o�n
�l�o�t�h�a�r�@�e�x�e�m�a�i�l�.�c�o�m�.�a�u�,� �9�3�7�1� �9�1�2�9�,� �o�r� �t�h�e� �F�r�o�g�w�a�t�c�h
�H�e�l�p�l�i�n�e� �0�4�1�9� �2�4�9� �7�2�8�.i­²¦~°=s­§¥²
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�2�1�.�5�.� �C�e�n�t�e�n�n�i�a�l� �P�a�r�k�,� �o�v�e�r� �1�0�0�0�v�i�s�i�t�o�r�s� �b�u�t� �w�i�t�h

�G�r�a�n�t ��s� �a�n�d� �B�r�a�d ��s� �g�r�e�a�t� �h�e�l�p� �w�e� �h�a�n�d�l�e�d� �t�h�e�m� �a�l�l�.
�2�0�.�-�2�2�.�6�.� �W�a�r�r�i�n�g�a�h� �C�o�u�n�c�i�l�,� �W�o�r�l�d� �E�n�v�i�r�o�n�m�e�n�t�,
�w�o�r�k�s�h�o�p�s� �f�o�r� �s�c�h�o�o�l�s�,� �w�i�t�h� �M�e�r�i�n�d�a�,� �D�a�v�i�d� �a�n�d� �R�o�h�a�n�.
�2�2�.�6�.� �C�h�a�n�n�e�l� �1�0� �T�o�t�a�l�l�y� �W�i�l�d� �f�i�l�m�e�d� �t�h�e� �F�r�o�g�m�o�b�i�l�e�.
�2�4�.�6�.� �W�a�r�r�i�n�g�a�h� �C�o�u�n�c�i�l� �c�o�m�m�u�n�i�t�y� �d�a�y�,� �s�t�i�l�l� �r�a�i�n�y� �a�n�d
�s�q�u�i�s�h�y�,� �b�u�t� �v�e�r�y� �b�u�s�y�.� �G�r�e�a�t� �e�n�t�e�r�t�a�i�n�m�e�n�t� �l�a�i�d� �o�n�.
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�1�6�.�7�.� �C�e�n�t�e�n�n�i�a�l� �P�a�r�k� �a�g�a�i�n�,� �w�i�t�h� �W�e�n�d�y�,� �P�h�i�l�l�i�p�,� �B�r�a�d
�a�n�d� �M�a�t�t� �a�n�d� �d�o�g� �B�i�n�d�y�.� �A�b�o�u�t� �5�0�0� �c�a�m�e� �t�o� �l�o�o�k�.

�W�h�e�r�e�t�h�e� �C�a�n�e� �T�o�a�d� �w�e�n�t�:� �O�n� �2�4�.�5�.�,� �C�h�a�n�n�e�l� �9� �w�a�n�t�e�d
�t�o� �l�a�y� �o�n� �a� �t�r�e�a�t� �f�o�r� �S�t�a�t�e� �o�f� �O�r�i�g�i�n� �a�n�d� �f�o�r� �K�e�r�r�y�-�A�n�n
�K�e�n�n�e�r�l�y� �a�t� �t�h�e� �s�a�m�e� �t�i�m�e�.� �T�h�e�y� �s�t�o�o�d� �h�e�r� �i�n� �b�e�h�i�n�d� �o�f� �a
�t�a�b�l�e�-�t�o�p� �f�o�o�t�b�a�l�l� �f�i�e�l�d�,� �f�l�a�n�k�e�d� �b�y� �c�h�e�e�r�l�e�a�d�e�r�s�,
�a�p�p�r�e�h�e�n�s�i�v�e�l�y� �g�a�z�i�n�g� �d�o�w�n� �a�n� �i�m�m�o�b�i�l�e� �C�a�n�e�T�o�a�d
�a�n�d� �a� �g�o�o�d� �h�a�n�d�f�u�l� �o�f� �l�i�v�e�l�y� �c�o�c�k�r�o�a�c�h�e�s�.� �T�h�e� �s�p�e�l�l
�b�r�o�k�e� �w�h�e�n� �B�u�f�o� �t�o�o�k� �a� �f�l�y�i�n�g� �l�e�a�p� �a�t� �h�e�r� �a�n�d
�d�i�s�a�p�p�e�a�r�e�d� �u�n�d�e�r� �t�h�e� �t�a�b�l�e�.� �S�o� �d�i�d� �s�h�e�.
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�M�u�c�h� �e�n�t�h�u�s�i�a�s�m�,� �i�n�c�l�u�d�i�n�g� �f�o�r� �f�r�o�g�s�,� �a�t� �a� �r�e�k�i�n�d�l�e�d
�W�a�t�e�r�w�a�t�c�h� �w�o�r�k�s�h�o�p� �o�n� �2�3�.�5�.� �a�t� �B�o�r�o�n�i�a� �P�a�r�k�.

�A�t� �t�h�e� �J�u�n�e� �m�e�e�t�i�n�g� �o�f� �A�N�G�F�A�,� �a�n� �i�n�t�e�r�m�i�t�t�e�n�t
�f�l�o�o�d�i�n�g� �s�y�s�t�e�m� �w�a�s� �d�e�m�o�n�s�t�r�a�t�e�d�.� �F�o�r� �t�h�e�m�,� �i�t� �w�a�s
�m�e�a�n�t� �a�s� �a� �t�i�d�a�l� �g�i�z�m�o� �f�o�r� �t�h�e�i�r� �m�a�n�g�r�o�v�e� �t�a�n�k�s�.� �F�o�r
�u�s�,� �i�t� �c�o�u�l�d� �b�e� �u�s�e�d� �f�o�r� �s�p�o�r�a�d�i�c�a�l�l�y� �s�w�i�s�h�i�n�g� �t�h�e� �d�e�a�d
�i�n�s�e�c�t�s� �o�u�t�.� � � �I� �w�i�l�l� �p�l�a�g�u�e� �y�o�u� �w�i�t�h� �d�e�t�a�i�l�s� �i�f� �t�h�e�r�e ��s
�a�n�y� �i�n�t�e�r�e�s�t�.� �(�B�T�W�,� �A�N�G�F�A� �i�s� �o�f� �c�o�u�r�s�e� �t�h�e� �A�u�s�t�r�a�l�i�a
�N�e�w� �G�u�i�n�e�a� �F�i�s�h�e�s� �A�s�s�o�c�i�a�t�i�o�n�.� �T�h�e�y� �m�e�e�t� �i�n� �t�h�e
�A�u�s�t�r�a�l�i�a�n� �M�u�s�e�u�m� �e�v�e�r�y�f�i�r�s�t� �T�u�e�s�d�a�y� �e�v�e�n�i�n�g� �o�f� �t�h�e
�m�o�n�t�h�,� �a�n�d� �t�h�e�y� �a�l�s�o� �l�i�k�e� �f�r�o�g�s�.� � � � �M�o�r�e� �a�t
�w�w�w�.�a�n�g�f�a�-�n�s�w�.�o�r�g�a�n�d� �f�o�r� �t�h�e�i�r� �g�r�e�a�t� �a�q�u�a�t�i�c
�s�u�r�v�e�y� �d�a�t�a�b�a�s�e�h�t�t�p�:�/�/�d�b�.�a�n�g�f�a�.�o�r�g�.�a�u�.�)

�T�h�e� �R�o�s�e�b�e�r�y� �G�r�e�e�n� �a�n�d� �G�o�l�d�e�n� �B�e�l�l� �F�r�o�g� �p�r�o�j�e�c�t� �h�a�s
�s�o� �f�a�r� �b�e�e�n� �a� �s�u�c�c�e�s�s�.� �T�h�e� �f�r�o�g�s� �h�a�v�e� �b�r�e�d� �a�n�d
�p�r�o�d�u�c�e�d� �b�a�b�y� �f�r�o�g�s�,� �a�n�d� �t�h�e�r�e� �w�i�l�l� �h�o�p�e�f�u�l�l�y� �b�e� �m�o�r�e
�i�n� �s�p�r�i�n�g�.� �M�o�r�e� �a�b�o�u�t� �i�t� �n�e�x�t� �t�i�m�e�,� �a�n�d� �a�l�s�o� �a�b�o�u�t
�S�t�a�g�e� �2�.

�S�o�m�e� �k�i�n�d� �s�o�u�l� �d�o�n�a�t�e�d� �a� �g�o�o�d� �p�o�r�t�i�o�n� �o�f� �m�e�a�l�w�o�r�m�s
�f�o�r� �t�h�e� �F�r�o�g�m�o�b�i�l�e� �f�r�o�g�s�.� �T�h�e�y� �w�e�n�t� �l�i�k�e� �s�l�i�c�e�d� �b�r�e�a�d�.
�P�a�u�l� �V�o�g�t� �d�r�o�p�p�e�d� �a� �d�e�c�e�n�t� �s�i�z�e� �h�o�m�e�-�m�a�d�e� �f�r�o�g� �c�a�g�e
�i�n�,� �n�i�c�e�l�y� �d�o�n�e� �i�n� �w�o�o�d� �a�n�d� �g�l�a�s�s�,� �d�o�n�a�t�e�d� �f�o�r� �o�u�r� �n�e�x�t
�a�u�c�t�i�o�n�.� �S�o�m�e�o�n�e� �e�l�s�e� �l�e�f�t� �t�h�r�e�e� �m�i�x�e�d� �t�r�e�e� �f�r�o�g�s� �a�t� �t�h�e
�l�o�c�a�l� �v�e�t�,� �c�a�g�e� �a�n�d� �a�l�l�,� �a�n�d� �a�l�l� �g�o�i�n�g� �w�e�l�l� �s�o�o�n� �o�u�t� �o�f
�q�u�a�r�a�n�t�i�n�e�.� �A�n�o�t�h�e�r� �d�o�n�o�r� �h�a�d� �f�i�v�e� �G�r�e�e�n� �T�r�e�e� �F�r�o�g�s
�f�o�r� �u�s�,� �a�p�p�a�r�e�n�t�l�y� �l�o�n�g�-�t�e�r�m� �c�a�p�t�i�v�e�s�.� �A� �g�r�e�a�t� �m�a�n�y
�t�h�a�n�k�s� �t�o� �a�l�l�.

�A�n�d� �a� �b�i�g� �t�h�a�n�k�s� �t�o� �a�l�l� �t�h�e� �f�r�o�g� �f�e�t�c�h�e�r�s�,� �c�a�r�t�i�n�g� �t�h�o�s�e
�b�e�r�e�f�t�,� �h�o�m�e�l�e�s�s� �f�r�o�g�s� �a�r�o�u�n�d�.iKsK
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