FROG CALL No. 10

Telaphone enguiries: e E o
Haradd Ehmann {318) 257 585 Fax (02) 217 4634 i - Ty
David Miklar & Martyn Rabinson (02} 225 8228 B :
Lothar Voigt {editorial) (02} 371 9129 5 . £

NEXT MEETING _— s
Wednesday 2nd February 1954 ; Yo
T00+%or 7:30 pm N
Hallstrom Theatre, Australian Museumn _
icnr. College & Wiillam Streets, East Sydney) i
Wiliam Street entrance and follow the sign.

SPEAKERS
{Mystery speaker)
Harald Ehmann

(Mystery topic)

What comes after Frogweek 937
The AFC?

FaTs CROUP nc?

VTGS Surnmary uf 2nd World Congress of ierpetoiogy
Lothar Voigt Proposed NPWS licensing for keeping frogs
A5 ALWAYS Visitors welcome

Yout $2 donation at the door cheerfully accepted
Refreshiments provided
Updates on projects

SPECIAL FROGWEEK ISSUE
The FATS Group ran Fiogweek frorn 1.11. to 7.11. 1983, ts main purpose was to commence a major frog survey wath
publc paticipation, concentrating on the species wa are most concemed about,

ENOFROGS; THE 24 SFECIES
These are the eastarn NSW frog species that are the subject of the Endangerad Frog Survay, togetier with the number
nf sites we found therm at during and arcund Frogwesk:

SiITES SEENHEARD NAaME

20 sih Assa darligtoni Marsupial Frog

5 s&h Cria tinnula Wwallum Froglet

4 s&h Helsigporus sustraliacus Eastern Gwd Frog

Mone {intensive) Litoria aurea Green & Golden Belf Frog
Mone Litaria brevipalmata Green-thighed Tree Frog
Moma Litaria castareaflavipunctata Manaro Bell FrogMew Engl. Belt Frog
Z s&h Litowfa "jervisfensis” (being deser.) Heath Frog

4 s&h Litoria glongburensis Wallum Reed Frog

Mone {intensive) Litoria piperata Freckled Tree Frog .

1 s&h Literia, ranilcrmis Srowting Sell Frog

1 5 Litoria spenceri Epotted Tree Frog

1 h Litoria subglandulosa Tablelands Trze Frog

1 5 Mixophyes Ealbus

Mane (intensive) Mixophyes fleayii

2 5 Mixophyes teratus Giant Barred Frog

Mat shecked Philera kundagungan Yetlow-bellied Mountain Frog
1 _ s&h Philorz I idgei Border Ranges Mountain Frog
Mot ehecked FhHor hagnicolis Sphagnum Frog

10 s&h Peeudophrymie australis Red-crowned Toadlat

g s&h Pseuttophryne bibronii South eastern Toadlet

Mot checked Pseudaphrvne corroboree Corchores Frog




FROM THE FROGMOBILE LOG BOOK

The pubtic, the media, even the frogs, have never seen anything like it. S0 many things happened in the grip of
Fragweek fever. The visits to schools by FATS Group members; the big sptash with the press at home (e.g. ABC TV
Gardening Australia, ABC radio Green& Practical, the Blacktown Star cover story), the Frogileet that sot forth to the
farflung reaches of the State. This ascount chronicles the fiest's progress down and up and up and down eastern NSW,
from 1.11. t0 15.11.93 i e. during Frogweek itzelf and the week thereafter.

The core of the fleet cansisted of two Frogmobiles, new fancy Nissan Patrals on free [oan for the two weeks from
Missan. They were joined for most of the fortnight by a variety of other vehicles, some containing locafl froggers, others
with Sydhey members joining the action for as many days as they could spara,

Wherever we went in the countryside, we found the madia keen to Ist peapls know about the plight of frogs and about
the endangerad frog survey, and thoy were always happy te put in a request for the public to send us seund recordings
and to write to us for Frogfacts. We also expedanced tremendous interest from country people including landholders.
e would still be standing there tatking to thern if there had been na schedula ta kesp

During the day it was mostly people but st night it was fiogs that tied Ls up (metaphoricaify speaking). Cver the 14 days
we inspected 104 sites, a feat made possible by relegating sieap to whatever time was !eft between 3:30 a.m. (by when
aur pyes were as red gs those of our logo frog) and 7:20 a.m. {when the sunshine stared bolling us). The weather was
not good, mosty sunshine and blue skies, but it improved briefty here and there with rumbling clouds and a bit of rain.
Altin all, we saw eleven of the endangered frog species, five of thermn holding their own but three of them apparentiy
sliding. Five species weare not found despite intensive searches. {In many czses their environment had been rendered
unuseahie)

Monday, 1.11.

Pickad up the two 4WDs at Nissan. Put big magnetic stickers on doors to turn them into Frogmobiles 1 and FM2.
Harald and Lothar headed south in FM1, Shane scheduled FMZ crews, staffed Sydney base and faxed press releases
ahead.

cmidla z0d Lothar sped to 3 sites, looking far the Monaro Bell Ficg (none found), then to Jarrambombarra Wetlands, the
buckdrop for a WIN TV Canbena news interview.

Left material for Canberra Times who used it for an article.

Saw Heath Tree Frog in S.WW. Sydney basin area.

Tuesday, 2.11.

Interview with lllawara FM radio.

Zollected Garry Daly in Nowra.

Left press material with South Coast Register who then ran an article with picture,

Drove via known Creen & Golden Bell Frog site in Shoalhaven area {(none seen, too dry).

Sent infermation to Radio 25T in Bowral.

Met with David Skelly at Comaditchy Lagoon near Wollongong, a former Green & Golden Bedl Frog site. intervicwed
there by

" lltawarra Mercury {with colour pid * WIN lllawarra TV * Prime TV

Taen {Harald, Garmry, Lathar in FM1) to Baren Grounds Nature Resarve. Found.

¢ Eastem Owl Frog

* Heath Trea Frog {incl. alt pre-frog stages)

Checked more sites in the area.

FM1 and Cary to Darkes Forest. Joined Barbara, Jacquie, Karen and Shane in FM2, also Patar,

Harmperad by windy, cold conditions:

Found 8 species at a pond which is a potental demo site for frog habitat rehabilitation,

Zarry back to Mowra.

Back to Sydney via Owl Frog sites in Royal NP, (none heard, too dry).

Wednesday, 3.11.

Firal organising frorm Sydney for the big push north.

FM1 & FM2 & Martyn for press conference/public disglay in Centennial Park.

Harald interviewsd by Green & Practical and by Southern Ragion NPEWS.

Lathar inte~viewed by Telegraph Mirror. Material given to SMH.

FM1 (Haraud, Lothar) met again with FM2 (Karen, Shane, Barbara) at Ourimoah - poor frag activity. Then, jained by
Michael Mahony and Paul, to Wattagan 5.F., particularly to Bearding House Dam: cold, low rainfall, no endangered
frogs found. .

FM1 headed north.



Thursday, 4.11.

Irterview with pix for bath

* Part Macquarie Mews ™ Port Macquane Express

Hadio 2N interviewed Harald on the car phone,

Sydnay base sent faxes up to Pnme TV and NRTY.

F.R. stop in shepping centre car park Fruiterer doing frog info display.

Drove further north via cozstal wallum.

Looked for Wallum Froglet on route to Crescent Head, none found {very dry).

Also looked for G3reen & Golden Bell Frog, ne luck.

Camped scouth of Coffs Harbour,

Friday, 5.11.

Harald's usual moming exercises: data recording, photography, campaign planning.

Live radio interview with ABC Cofls Harbour,

et up with Alan Manning.

Newspapear interview with Advocate (we have copy).

Lined up NBN T¥ interview with Alan for following week.

Also radio interview with frog calls for next week breakfast broadcast.

Dropped info for Bellingen Counier Sun and for Radio 2CHY {Coffs Harbour Youth station).

Went to Wallum Eroglet site, at swamnp and ditch by road. None found: it had dried out completely and only recentiy
refilled. (&lan reported thern zalling strongly 2-3 monthe earier '

Went to same of Alan's iorested study sites. Found tads of Great Barred Frogs. {In the following week, Alan found three
spacies of Great Barred Frog at this site.)

! ooked at Gold-eyed Barred Frog sites.

Stayed at Alan's. Thank you, Dick, Margaret and Alan Manning for your hospitality.

Saturday, 6.11.

MRTY intenview at Coffs Botanical Gardah.,

—urald photographed more tads, recorded more data sheets.

Vicited Coffs Harbour Zoe. Alan had prepared an excellent endangeted frogs exhibit with an information sheet and much
local swareness activity, (His follow-Up work in the next week yielded B Geld-eyed Barred Frogs from & site where a cat
had mauled an adutt epecimen which was then brought in o the Zoo )

Next whistlestop: Lismere. hiet Prime TV at Boatharbour and recorded material for news presentations in 2 regions.
Cameara-man tansfived by hat n=arly Roating away in wading-across-deap-river scene.

Bangalow: The birth of the Bangalow Burger, a family size, industrial strength hamburger. now world famous in
Bangalow.

Met David Stewart, renowned nature sound recorder, and son Alistair, at Tyagarah Swamp. They intreduced us to the
Wallum Froglet and the Wallum Reed Frog. Both species were calling. Wallum Froglet tads found and one Wallum Tree
Frog matamarph.

tn Byran Bay, met up with Barbara and Liz in FM2 and with Peter.

Followed David to Boggy Craek in Whian Whian S F_where we saw Great Barred Frog tads and many other breading
species,

On to Rumimery Park. Heara several species calling but none of them endangered.

Saw Koala and Echidnas. Stayed at Slewart's property; thank you, David, Barbara, Don & Alistair for your hospitality.
Sunday, 7.11.

Live radio interview with Austigiia Ait Creer,

Sampled David's fiog sound recordings. Discussed same sound recording projects for the 1984 frog sound surveys.
Eiig Great Barred Frog tads in David's conorete tank. pH 8.2, Mystery how they got i, it's 1.8m high!

Fack to Rurnmery Park for lunch. Jotned by Danny and Angus, Then Boggy Creek to check oh spawnings from the night
befora

Barbara and Peter retumed to Sydney.

Angus and Danny reconnoitered Ocean Shores, YWe met them again at Tyagarah Swamp, found Carpet Python and
many calling Wallum Tres Frogs and some Wallum Froglets.

Waent to Ocean Shores, looked for Green & Golden Bell Frogs witholt success despite seemingly deai condrhions for
them.

Drove to Nullum 8. F. and camped there the night.

Monday, B.11.

Rendezvous with phctographer of Brunswick Fcho at Mullum S.F. swimming hole.

Drove on to Mt Wamning Lodge, met up with Noelene. Again 4 vehicles in convoy. Mt Warning Lodge is owned by
Noelene's fiend Lindsey Coopet who accommdated us all for the next 2 mights for free! Moreaver, the Ladge ts nght in
frog heartiand] (Maybe a future North Coast Frogfest venue - YWoodstock move over!)



Dianny and Lothar dashed to Dan's old home town Lismere and wera intenaewead by the Northern Star. Mice article with
photo of Danny and travelling pet frog Henrietiz,

Might drive to Border Ranges M.P. Marsupial Froge calting at Harald's vanous study sites, but lower down the siopes
than in past years. Found 2 Border Ranges Mountain Frogs together. Thousands of glowworms undar a wooden bridge
at Brindle Creek. Danny and Harald drove o e check on a Green Thighed Tree Frog site {negative rasult), while
everybody else had pitet into FM2 to paten a few hours sleep atthe Lodge.

Tuesday, 9.41.

Lathar was up early for 2 pre-arranged 20 M radio interigw. By the time he got through they had found out that they had
already covared us the week bafora. Maybe no mote virgin press left up there!

Harald was awoken by exciternent about a vary dead and stinky S0cm Major Skink. Lothar had brought it .0 and had
placed it on the parch railing o that Harald could only see its tail and would hopefuily sneak up and do an Ehmann
Paunca on it Which he did. With 2 splat. [t ran away between hie fingers. |n all diractions. It was o revolting. We were
all doubled up.

Rack to Border Ranges NP | then to Sheepstation Creek. Found Marsupial Fiog eggs i leal liter under a ‘cg. Searched
for Mieophyes balbus, no luck

Danny and Angus went back to Dan's parents’ plage in Lismore, the rest of us returned to the Lodge, this time with
several hours o spare before dawn.

Weadnesday, 10.11.

Drizzle. Thankful for Lindsay's hospitality and for the change in weather we headed back to Tyagarah Swamgp.
Bulldazers rewing and making a racket Haard both Wallum Fragiets and Walium Reed Frogs calling through the din
Ear filbers wrilfd have been Usefull

Caught up again with Liz, Moetene, Angus and Danny at Casino. Met up with tocal herpetologist Harry Hines at former
Sreckied Tree Frog site near Pinkett (in fact, THE type locality). Nowadays the steep hilly stte is extensively ringbarked
and grazed. The three creeks are in piaces coated with a lining of cattie poo Undeterreqa, we waded up and down,
dipretting and upending ourselves, splitting up into teams and reformattng ourselves Despite ail this and dospiie jdeal
weather conditicns, no Freckled Tree Frogs or any unusual tadpoles were to he foune. We wrenched our tin ¢ans open
s wee dle where we stood.

Thursday, 11.11.

After Harry Hines returned to Armidaie and Angus left for Coffs Harbour, the remaining five of us went on an intensive
daytime search for the Freckled Tree Frog. Nething. {dohn Barker, who was invalved in finding most of the type matena!,
had provided his detailed experience of the specres. Many thanks to himr

We had a tape with an ominous growi on it Shane had piayed the growl over the mobile phone from a tape the public
had sent m from the Goulburn area. A clear growl, like a Growiing Bed Frog one, with a background of Eastern Banjo
Frogs bunking away. Before we allowed ourselves to get too excited, we thought we'd better cheek whether Eastern
Banjo Fregs can make that grow] $oo as their release call. So we got our tame E.B.F. out, only he wouldn't give a
murmur - too tame and toc famous frem constant press exposure. Luckily there was also a group of EBF.£
pobblebonking just wnere we camped, with males struggling witk: each othar from time 1o time and then daing that
selfsame grows as on the tape! We had just saved ourselves a wild goose chase to Soulblirn, thanks to the wondears of
communications technology and to the cooperative effort betwaen the reccrding public, our Sydney base, our field
pecple and the E.B.F.5 themsehlves.

We then drove on to hunt the New England Bell Frog, a species that was common but seems to have disappeared ten
years ago. Again nothing. MNative tussock grass with its hiding piaces had been replacen by smooth improved pasiure
and sarms looked trampled about Although that may not be the whole story, New England cid not lock like a nice place
forthe NEB.F.

From & bndge after dark we heard the Tablelands Tree Frog catling. Then, when we got to its type locality, there was no
sigh of them. Nutrisnt leads were very high and the water looked bad.

At Ebor, the Frogforce was formad, We had no irtention of filing into an ominous looking pub unt atl our cars had pulled
up Dl misgivings proved correct, for the only service available {eventually) was some hot water. In the meartime
though we had brainstarmed all available coasters full of great ideas for next years frogging, (The next Frog Call will
ptabably be in coaster farmat )

The rest of the right was spent snoring in the unaccustorned luxury of a motel in Armidale.

Friday, 12.11.

The great drive home a1 same, the drive for Harald and Dan to Bamingtan Tops to teach the Harp. Technigues course.
Six frog species seen in Allyn River area.

Saturday, 13.11.

{ othar went with Peter and-Mark Wilson ta Upper Colo, An Eastern Owl Frog site had dried up, but one E.O.F. {a fernale
o longer gravid) was sitting in the road nearby although the rain had long stopped. Checked out a Rocket Frog chorus
and sther local species.,




Shane, Barbara and Karen went back to Curimbah: 11 species, all females gravid. Red-eyed Tree Frogs calling,
although na rain.

Sunday, 14.11.

Barbara and Shane, again at Darkes forest priof to their returm wish our thanks. Untying of soggy bosts from rear
burmpers. Beginning of drying out piocess of froggers and of weaning frorn noctutnaiism. Only then will wea be human
again. Reeadip!

P.5.

The vekicles had handied like a dream, in all terrain. Deceptively quiet and prone to flying alony the highway above tha
speed hmit (as was explained to the friendly radar co). I you like frogging in comfot and in style. well, it's a pity if you
couldn't come with us.

Roak your frog holiday in for next year. FROGWEEK 94 -31st October - 8tk December

FP.S.

FrogweekK is not yet wrapped up untd you have photocepied tne following anticle and hung it on notice boards or
whierever else you think it il do the Most Good. Many thanks. (LV)

THE BIG FROG WRAP-UP

Theve came a e when the Pope of the Frogs decreed that every spawn was sacted, every tadpole good. The planet
quickly becarme hwine i1z size and consisied of frogs afl the way throurh. Affer the Great Carniverous Act alf that was left
was the BSF. the Gianl Space Frog. The GSF then fumped el the Moun and ale it Then the G5F proceeded fo eaf afl
the planets and finally the Sun. This was when he became truly magnificent, for the Sun shone out of e cloaca. The
Sun alsa propelied Kim forwards, and by pursimg fis cloaca in the right way ke steered lo offier solar sysems whers he
appeared as a comet in thelr skias before he consumed them ail,

Tha GSF grew and grew. Behween the galaxies he lefl 8 swathe of darkness, intent on seting the remaining anes on his
v 3 hack when he would make ihe Universe shiini agarn

In the and God's neighbours becere concerned. “You have an annoyiig frog on the loose in your Universe™ they said,
wwe dan't want him anslocated to our universes. ” And God said in His deep, resonafing voice, 7 shall makelf him

pop ™" and He made him pop: And in that instant of the Big Fop. when our present Universe began, fhere werg
spewnions end ledinos and frogoirans flying everywhers, o condense eventually info ordinary malter ke us,

Those people who ware fn tunte with nature thougtt that God must nave dope something. Onfy, thay thoughi if was
humans who bad bean created in His image, and many died with surprised looks on fneir faces,

A fow ofhers began to understand the Mirscle of the Metamorphosis snd worshipped the Trinity: the Spawn, the Tadpole
arid the Moly Erog, They faliowed their Cafling and went ou! into the swamps ard wilderness fo Save the frogs They
began to show peeple how to mate damp places Wherover thay went ihey made the Sign of the Froq and nonverted
athers o tecord the sounds of the fogs. Frog fture Became inextricebly wreppert Up with sound recording lape, for each
species fas been given fis own distinclive call. And # recorded, their calls will be heard so that thase species tn greatest
reed will be spared.

Thiia the planet will become & fovaly damg placs onoe again and the frogs’ chorus will ba beamed into Space ofl MALY
froquencies and the mosguffoes wilf be nfo moe,

To help make all this happen. there are three things that you should do:

1. Take your lape recorder fo places where frogs are stilf calling. This s usually best dons after dark and especiaily
after rain. Take a {fve minute sound recording at each jocation and also spaak onfo the tape where the exact
iocation is, the dare and the time. Do this at as many focalions a8 you wish, possibly over a week of more. Also add
yout hame, address and phone number and send your fabe to the Frog & Tadpole Study Group, P.O. Box A20405,
South Syoney, 2000. We will send the tape back fo you with tha names of the frogs we have heard and whether any
of them are rave.

2. Send a stamped seff-addressed flong] envelope to the above agdress and ask for our free brochures "Keeping
Frogs in Your Garden™ or "Establishing Frog Habitats on Your Property”™.

3. Become a Frog & Tadpole Study Group rmember and send 1o the above address eight 45cent stamps for
recefving the next eight newsleliers.

Jaitt the Frogloree, And may the Frog be with you!

{LV)
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