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FROG CALL

Newsletter No.5 of the
FROG & TADPOLE STUDRY GROUP : a special interesis
group of the AUSTRALIAN HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY INC.
mail contact: Harald Ehmann, Blologlcal Sclences,

Sydney Institute of Technology,

1 Mary Ann Street, Ukimo 2007

Telephone engquires: Harald Ehmann (02)2173290 FAX:{(02)2174034
David Millar & Mariyn Robinson {02)3398226

THE NEXT MEETING will be a unique opportunityto meet many interstate frog and
tadpole workers. It will be held en Monday 7 Decembar at 7:30pm for an 8:00pm start
at the University of Sydney's Nepean Hall, Camden {map enclosed) thanks to the
Australian Soclety of Herpetologlstswho are meeting thera from & to 9 Decamber.

There will be many well known interstate/overseasfrog workers there including Marg
Davies, Graeme Gillesple, Gordon Grigg, Murray Llttiejohn, Jin Menzles and Will
Osborne.

THE LAST MEETING was the Frog and Tadpole Workshop special at the Australian
Reptile Park, Gosford. | haven'thad time to prepare a report on It, but the comments
from thoge who attended (about 35} were from strongly supportive to attempis at
leaping over the moon! Many thanks to John and Robin Weigel! for their generous
haspitalityand support.

FATSG INFORMATION [LEAFLET is enclosed - more coples will be available at the
meatings.

COVERING COSTS Thanksto the correspondingassociateswho sent stamps to cover
postage costs: even some partlclpantswho attend meetings kindlysent stamps. Thank
you. If you do receive the FATSG Newsletterbut do not attend meetings then please
read the FATSG Informationleafletand send your 8@ 45c stampsto help meet the cost
of mailing. Please pass the newsletteron to others who may be interested. Usuallyonly
one ¢opy is mailedtc the one address or Institution.

THE LATEST ON QUR FIELD WORK FUNDING APPLICATIONS to carry out fleld

surveys of the threatenedvulnerableand rare "at-risk"frogs of New South Wales s that
we have been successful,that we should proceed with planning {a planningcommiitee
meetingwas held in early November), and that the fundingshould be made availableby
late December! This will mean fleld work (expenses pald for) for any group members
wanting fo work on the surveys. We will discuss aspects of the planning at our
meetingson the 7 December at Camden, and on the 27th January 1593 at Ultimo.
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FROG WEEK 1993 - Yes! A most promlsing and exciting development! We have
arranged an officialstatewide Frog Week in NSW In 1953, from 1 to 7 Novemberl A
wenderfulopportunityto publiclsefrogs and cur interestsIn them. ldeas and people
interested In organising publicity events are needed, so please contribute if you can.
We've had a few mind bending suggestions already that are guaranteed to generats
public Interest and awareness. The Miss Neobatrachus Competitlon, Frog Call
Competition,state wide schoolsinvolvementin surveys, and more!

AND THE MEETING AFTER THE NEXT MEETING i.e. the firstmeetingin 1993 willbe
held on Wednesday27 Januaryat 7:30pm for an 8:00pm startin the BiologicalSclences
Building (E) of the Sydney Instituteof Technology,corner of Thomas and Harrls Streets,
Ultimo on the Level 3, Staff Room (followthe FATSG signs).
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Whatever happens, happy freggingl
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Corrections on write-up of Pseudophryne australls Talk in last Frog Call {(No.4)

Karen Thumm

1. The distribution area of the species has probably net changed radlically,
apart from in the areas now covered by housing. The statistics genarally
quoted, ie. 160km radius around Sydney or 30,000 - 100,000 km? do not
give a realistic pictury® of the core distribution area, which | have cajculated
10 be approximately 18,000 km?2. | don’t want to seem pedantic: | just think it
ig necessary, when discussing the status of a frog, to be as precise as
possible,

2 Shale indicator plants:  Darwinia biflora, Logania albiflora
Hakea teretifolia is just an indicator of a damp area.

3. The escarpment protection rules of some Councils are aciually a farce.
P. australis habitats are typically below the escarpments. Nevertheless, they
get affected by run-off which is high in nutrients from the housing
developments on the sandstone ridges.

A new dafinition of motherhoad as expressed by an herpetologist:
L T i T g
When you've just collscted six bucketfuls of rainwater to set up your
aquarium and your dear son tells you he's peed in ong of them, but he can't

remermber which one. ﬁ/,g e % /r l‘/fc. rws _f

_-'--_...-'_‘H.._,_-F'—"'-.._,_.--'L.-"'



	FrogCall 5 P1.pdf
	FrogCall 5 p2.pdf
	FrogCall 5 P3.pdf

