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MEETING FORMAT Friday 4th October 2013
6.30 pm There are a few lost frogs needing forever homes with
financial FATS members. Please bring your FATS membership
card and cash $40 - $50 donation. Your NSW NPWS amphibian
licence must be sighted on the night. Rescued frogs can never be
released. Sorry we have no EFTPOS at meetings. Please call
Monica or Lothar before the meeting to confirm your interest in
adopting.

7.00pm Welcome and announcements.

7.45 pm Main speaker: Ken Griffiths talking about “A
Naturalist’s Rambles through Central Australia and the USA”.

The winners of the Frog-O-Graphic competition will be
announced. The Peoples’ Choice winner will be chosen by those
at the meeting. Grant Webster may (if time allows) do a short
presentation about the Schyeville Field trip.

9.00 pm Show us your frog images, tell us about your frogging
trips or experiences, guessing competition, continue with frog
adoptions, supper & a chance to relax and chat with frog experts.

Arrive 6.30 pm for a 7pm start.

Friday 4th October

FATS meet at the Education Centre,
Bicentennial Pk, Sydney Olympic Park

Easy walk from Concord West railway
station and straight down Victoria Ave.
By car: Enter from Australia Ave at the

Bicentennial Park main entrance,
turn off to the right and drive

through the park. It is a one way road.
Or enter from Bennelong Road / Parkway.

It is a short stretch of two way road.
Park in p10f car park, the last car park

before the exit gate.
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LAST FATS MEETING 2 AUGUST 2013

unia’s welcome to newcomers and FATS members was followed by the AGM
with President’s report, Treasurer’s report and election of officers. The main

talk provided sound advice from Karen Russell and Marie Callins on the basics of frog
keeping. See page 3. From an Australian focus, the talk moved to highlights of Marion
Anstis’s visit to Madagascar and her superb photos of people, plants, scenery, lemurs
and of course frogs. Arthur wound up the formal part of the evening with “What lives
in deep dark Caves” about the presence on bats and cane toads in some of the caves of
northern Qld around Riversleigh and Camooweal. Thank you to all of the speakers for
such a varied program. Wendy Grimm

How to get to our FATS meeting :
http://www.sydneyolympicpark.com.au/maps/getting-to-the-park?type=venue&id=384059

http://www.reptiles.com.au/index%201.htm

Litoria chloris
Red-eyed Tree Frog
Photo by Jake Janos

Litoria aurea Green and
Golden Bell Frog above

and below
Photos Ben Brown
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MARION ANSTIS’ BOOK

TADPOLES AND FROGS OF AUSTRALIA
PUBLISHED BY NEW HOLLAND

s expected to be posted out to those who have ordered it, in late November
2013. The book will be officially launched at Taronga Zoo on 3 December.
Some copies may be on sale at the FATS meeting on 6 December. Orders for

the regular edition only can be placed online through New Holland and other
booksellers.

THE SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARKLAND AUTHORITY
FROG AUDITORY SURVEY

olunteers are needed for the Sydney Olympic Parkland Authority
Frog Auditory survey, listening for Green and Golden Bell Frogs.

The surveys will be in late November/early December. Volunteers can register at
the October FATS meeting to be contacted when final details are known. Alternately
send your contact details, name, phone & email to surveys@fats.org.au Phillip Grimm

FATS MEMBERSHIP CAN BE PAID BY direct bank transfer BSB 082 342
account name Frog and Tadpole Study Group account 285766885  You need to
ID yourself by name if there is an option and if possible membership number or
email Karen White 1arthur@tpg.com.au to say you have just done it.

BRIEF POINTS ABOUT
KAREN AND MARIE’S TALK
KEEP IT SIMPLE. This is the
only way. We have experimented
over the years & found that this
works best for us. We keep and
have bred: Greens, Red Eyes,
Magnificents, Green & Golden,
Dainties and L. fallax.

Decide on species to work out
tank size and if heating required.
Their talk was geared to Green
Tree Frogs. Ideal tank size 60cm
H x 60 cm W x 45 cm D.
Substrate – Astro Turf best. Coco
peat can irritate the frogs and it is
harder to find uneaten crickets.
Sphagnum moss is easily
ingested.

Shelving magnetic shelves. No
living plants – reduces risk of
Chytrid fungus. Lighting UVBS
– turn on for daylight hours using
timer.

Calcium – only D3 once a week
(3 times when frogs are young).
Deep water bowls – without
space underneath. Temp 25-
26oC heat mat/cord in winter.

Be aware frogs shed their skin.
Clean tank with paper towel &
water/chux. No chemicals like
fly spray near frogs or on hands.
Big clean – use betadine. If
bleach is used then remove all
traces. Heat items to disinfect in
oven or black plastic bag.

Worming – Panacur. Food size –
judge distance between eyes.
Feed crickets, woodies, moths,
flies. Don’t feed too many
pinkies – fatty liver – too much
protein - like eating jelly beans.
Always have clean water – age in
sun or air to get rid of chlorine.
Don’t let wild frogs get into
water while outside. Keep like-
sized frogs together.
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TURNING TURTLE TO FIND NEW SPECIES

urtle man Palaeontologist Dr Arthur White looks
for turtles in Louis Creek. This creek is home to

many species not found anywhere else in Australia.
Boodjamulla National Park, North West Queensland.

''Come on, take off your clothes and get in.'' Scientist
Arthur White is neck-deep in a murky creek about 200
kilometres north of Mount Isa, making me an offer I'd
rather refuse. The hot spring-fed creek is covered in a
thick film of algae and is a likely home for a few
crocodiles - a hazard that doesn't seem to bother Dr
White. ''Don't worry, they'll only be freshies,'' he says.

By the time I lower myself into the silty water, he has
disappeared below the surface in search of a less
fearsome reptile, the endangered gulf snapping turtle.

Research: Arthur White in Louie Creek.
Photo: Tony Walters Photo: Tony Walters

In the 1980s, Dr White was the first person to describe
the species, but his study came from a specimen that had
been buried for millions of years in the nearby
Riversleigh World Heritage fossil site.

A decade later, scientists were surprised to learn the
species was not extinct when a university student
captured a live gulf snapping turtle in a nearby creek. The
experience struck Dr White as an embarrassing reflection
of how little we know about our wildlife. ''We were in
this silly situation where we knew the fossil fauna better
than the modern animal fauna,'' he says. ''We'd described
the gulf snapping turtle from a fossil at Riversleigh, but it
was here swimming around the whole bloody time.''

This prompted Dr White to start an annual fauna survey.
For two decades, the scientist and a team of volunteers

travelled to Boodjamulla (Lawn Hill) National Park to
catalogue the wildlife, spending up to six weeks a year
surveying the animals. The team have collected many
species unknown to science, including reptiles,
amphibians, insects and a variety of rock wallaby.

As part of the survey, the team started trapping turtles.
Which brings us to the warm waters of Louie Creek.
There's a splash as Dr White dives below the surface. A
minute later he's holding a Worrell's turtle, but he
releases it when another animal gets his attention.
''There's a two-to-three metre croc under the bank over
there,'' he says, pointing a few metres ahead of where we
are treading water.

I take a breath and put my head below the surface. As my
eyes adjust, I see the crocodile's long, narrow snout. It
doesn't move. We watch it for a few more minutes. Then
it's time to go. ''Shall we swim back now?'' Dr White
asks. I'd rather walk, I say.
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/tu
rning-turtle-to-find-new-species-20130824-
2sie6.html#ixzz2gCgWrCJD 25 August 2013
http://www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/tu
rning-turtle-to-find-new-species-20130824-2sie6.html
Nicky Phillips Passed on to FATS by Lothar Voigt.

BLEEDING FROM THE MOUTH

eeing blood dripping or gushing from the mouth
of any animal is distressing to observe, and often

distressing (and sometimes fatal) for the animal.
Frogs, like other animals, can develop this symptom
and it is more common than we would wish.

There are many different causes of bleeding from the
mouth and the following discussion provides a basic
outline of some of these causes.

Things to consider in a frog bleeding from the mouth:

- Identifying the source of bleeding is critical to
diagnosis. It may be that the bleeding is coming from
the lip, inside the mouth, or alternatively from the
oesophagus (food pipe), stomach or upper intestines.
Different diseases and problems occur in different
body parts.

- Identifying the cause is vital for treatment but
sometimes difficult to ascertain at first glance. Causes
include:

o Trauma
 Sharp objects such as pins, needles, plant thorns, wire

pieces, metal filings or glass filings/shards can cause
ulcers or punctures in the mouth, oesophagus,
stomach and intestines.

T
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 Large, heavy or hard objects such as stones, or simply
a massive overload of food (unlikely unless the food
has been forced by hand) can cause a tear or pressure
necrosis (death and breakdown of tissue) in the
oesophagus or stomach.
Removal of the offending object and repair of the
puncture may require surgery. Radiographs (X-rays)
and ultrasounds may be required to locate the
problem.

o Infection
 Can be bacterial, viral, fungal or some parasites.

These can cause ulcers in the mouth, oesophagus,
stomach or intestines. There are more infections than
names and some common tank water and commensal
organisms erroneously get the blame!

 Infections can be systemic travelling in the
bloodstream (septicaemia a.k.a. blood poisoning) and
involving multiple organs or simply be at the site of
the bleeding.

 Infections can arise from within the tank environment
(old or unclean water, faeces, rotting plants or wood,
contaminated or old natural substrates), from
contaminated food, people, or from new frogs added.
There can be more than one infection involved and so
more than one medication may be necessary and the
source of the infection needs to be removed. Samples
including tank water, skin/mouth smears, blood and
faeces may be needed to diagnose an infection
correctly. Occasionally a biopsy (a sample of tissue
taken to be prepared and stained for microscopic
examination) is required.

o Organ dysfunction or failure
 Liver failure has many causes including inappropriate

diet and nutrition, toxins (including natural toxins
from bacteria and fungus, as well as man-made
toxins), infections, or cancer. The liver is vital in
producing clotting agents. So tiny, otherwise
harmless, gastrointestinal ulcers can bleed
excessively.

 Kidney failure also has many causes including
inappropriate diet and nutrition, toxins, infections,
degeneration (eg old age), cancer, or severe
dehydration. Kidney failure can sometimes result in
ulcers in the mouth and oesophagus. Anaemia (low
numbers of red blood cells) is also seen in chronic
kidney problems and makes any bleeding even more
dangerous.
These animals often (but not always) need to stay in
hospital to receive medications to improve clotting as
well as injectable fluids and other medications to

support organ function. Unfortunately some cases are
fatal despite treatments. Blood tests and/or biopsies of
kidneys and liver may be required to locate the
problem. Some medications including home remedies
can worsen organ function so treatments need to be
considered carefully in these cases.

o Cancer
 Cancer can occur in frogs like any other animal.

Sometimes there are minimal or no other symptoms
before the bleeding, although sometimes some weight
loss +/- fussiness with food is noticed. Cancers can be
genetic, secondary to trauma or infectious (viral).
Surgery to remove the cancer or to take a biopsy may
be the only way to stop the bleeding and to correctly
diagnose a cancer – some infections look like cancers.
Not all cancers can be safely removed and it depends
on the type, how big it is, and where it is located.

Bleeding can be more complicated than at first it seems
and this is why early and correct diagnosis of the cause of
the bleeding is vital to knowing whether and how it can
be treated. Correct diagnosis of the bleeding frog may
also help prevent (or at least predict) similar problems
occurring in any other frogs at home.

Veterinarians familiar with frog and amphibian diseases
are able to take the necessary samples and carry out the
appropriate tests either at the clinic or with the assistance
of a laboratory.  There are multiple veterinary
laboratories in Australia (government, university and
private labs) and more than one lab may be used for a
single case according to the available tests at each lab. If
the worst should happen, and your frog passes away
before a diagnosis is made, it may be worth considering
allowing samples to be taken from the body – this may be
the only way to determine the cause of bleeding and
whether your other frogs at home are at risk. Only very
recently deceased frogs kept cool (NOT frozen) can be
used for sampling due to a rapid rate of decomposition
which can sometimes result in loss of microscopic detail
within half an hour.

I hope this discussion lends an understanding that
bleeding from the mouth in a frog is NOT normal and in
most cases requires a trip to a veterinarian familiar with
amphibian diseases ASAP – remember for every drop of
blood you see coming out of the mouth, there may be
many more being swallowed and not seen and your frog
can lose too much blood in a very short period of time.

by Lee Peacock BSc(vet) BVSc(hons) MANZCVSc
(Avian Health) lee_peachick@yahoo.com.au
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MARION ANSTIS TALKS TO WOLLI CREEK PRESERVATION SOCIETY

n a fairly chilly night on 1 August Marion Anstis drove all the way to
Earlwood in inner south-west Sydney to present a most interesting and

informative talk, with slides of frogs, their tadpoles and eggs and recordings of
their mating calls to members of the Wolli Creek Preservation Society (WCPS).
Her extensive knowledge and obvious passion were very much appreciated by
all of us.

The Wolli Creek Valley is a 50 hectare bushland gem in a densely populated area
close to the city, loved by local and the many visitors from near and far, though lots
of people living in Sydney have not heard about it. It’s the only significant area of
remnant native bushland in inner south-west Sydney.  The Valley contains a
surprising range of habitats and diversity of plant and animal life, in particular an
amazing variety of birds and even a sizeable camp of Grey-headed Flying foxes.  To
date there has not been a detailed study to find out what frogs still exist in the
Valley. A 5 km bush track traverses the Valley from the tall forest at Bexley North
through sandstone escarpments to the mangroves and wetlands at Tempe, where it
links up with the walking trails along Cooks River to form the Two Valley Trail.
Detailed information can be found on our website at www.wollicreek.org.au.  You
can also follow us on Facebook to keep up with what’s going on, and on Twitter
@wollipossum.

The Valley has been described as a ‘battlefield’ due to long-time and on-going action
to save its bushland. Had the NSW government’s early plans for the M5 motorway
to be built as an eight-lane surface road through the valley been successful, the
bushland would have been totally destroyed.  Fortunately, WCPS members and
residents fought long and hard, and eventually the M5 was constructed in a tunnel
and the Valley saved.  In 1998 the NSW government declared it would become a
Regional Park.  The process of handing over the area to National Parks and Wildlife
is still in progress. In the meantime WCPS continues its endeavours to improve the
Valley and encourage its use for educational and recreational activities. WCPS
volunteers conduct bushcare on six different sites, leading walks and kayak trips and
generally spreading the word about the Valley.

In spite of past success the Valley remains vulnerable to inappropriate developments.
Of particular interest at this stage is a renewed threat from motorway construction
that will wipe out two hectares of significant bushland with mature trees at the
western gateway at Bexley North, if it proceeds. Proposals for the duplication of the
M5East tunnel involve the tunnel portal construction using a ‘cut and cover’
technique that would destroy the bushland beyond redemption.  This is part of the
hugely expensive WestConnex project, which we are fighting as part of NoW Public
Transport, an alliance of many community and environmental organisations,
advocating more investment in public transport instead. Our website has more
information about this issue, also a link to an online petition against WestConnex at
http://westconnex.info. The attached photos are from our celebration of National
Tree Day on 28 July where we celebrated the trees we fear may be lost, with a
number of activities that included sketching, a jazz band and a cellist, amongst the
trees. Ute Foster fosteru44@gmail.com Wolli Creek Preservation Society

28 July National Tree Day Deb
Little, Vice President of WCPS

Cellist Jenny Templin

Marion
Anstis
Spoke

at
Dural

Library
about
our

disappearing
frogs.

Litoria ewingii in Donna’s lettuce, a
Whistling (or Brown) Tree Frog.

O
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Forwarded to FATS by Phillip Grimm Sun Herald 11th August 2013 Page 14
BELOW Ku-ring-gai Wildflower
and Garden Festival  25/8 Guided
bushwalks, dip netting, experienced
rangers, expert talks / Celebrity
Gardener, children’s entertainment
and activities, live music, native
plant sales, wildflower displays,
environmental educational displays
and demonstrations, a range of stalls
relating to the environment,
gardening, the outdoors and family
and food stalls and more. Many
thanks to Kathy & David Potter,
Marion Anstis, Wendy & Phillip
Grimm, Andre Rank and all who
were there representing FATS.

All photos are from Andre Rank St. Ives Wildflower Festival
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