CALL

NEWSLETTER No. 95 THE FROG AND TADPOLE STUDY GROUP OF NSW INC
The Year of the Frog Email fatsgroupnsw@hotmail.com
June 2008 PO Box 296 Rockdale NSW 2216

Website www.fats.org.au
ABN 34 282 154 794

BYE

. no ol Ani

Arrive at 6.30pm for a 7.00 pm start

Friday 6" June 2008

Follow signs to Building 22
end of Jamieson St. (off Holker Street),
Homebush Bay, Sydney Olympic Park

BYE FROGMOBILE Join us at our next meeting

Public transport is available by bus or train.
Call us the day before if you would like
to be collected from the train station.
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To keep it any Ongér, wed need to giveita good upgrade and _
replace the now fading beautiful large photos
by Marion Anstis, Alistair MacDougall and Martyn Robinson.

CONTENTS

Last meeting main speakers
George Madani and

Henry Cook p8
Arthur White p8
MEETING FORMAT for 6" June 2008 |
Bye Bye Frogmobile p2
6.30 pm Lost frogs needing homes. Please bring your FATS membership Simpson Desert research n3
card, donation & amphibian licence to home a froggy friend. _
White Lips, Gracilentas, Perons, Fallaxes and Green Tree frogs FATS AGM notice for August ~ p3
are looking for your love and attention. Redlynch frog virus p4-5
7.00 pm Welcome and announcements. What’s
7.30 pm The main speaker is Mark Semeniuk at the bottom of your garden?  p6
(formerly of Sydney University, now with AMBS).
"Froggie did a wooing go - FATS frogs on TV p6
Cane Toads and their breeding habits". Heap big frogs p7
9.30 pm Field trip reports and five favourite slides. Tell us about your Threat from tiny pet fish p9
recent frogging trips or experiences. If you have slides or other Set toads loose to save natives  p10
images, bring them along as well. Evenings end with our regular )
guessing competition, light refreshments and pleasant First lungless frog found pll
conversation. Field trip code of conduct p12
Committee contacts pl2
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ur Frogmobile has come to the end of its natural life.

After six years in the sunshine and in the rain, after
well over 100 exhibitions and after having shown its frogs
and frog habitats to untold numbers of people, it is now time
to let go.

To keep it any longer, we’d need to give it a good upgrade and
replace the now fading beautiful large photos by Marion Anstis,
Alistair MacDougall and Martyn Robinson’s artwork, we’d
need to find affordable undercover parking, and we’d need to
find people who can dedicate much of their free time to it. (My
own spare time for the FM has also run out; other projects await
me with now greater urgency.)

But we’re going out with a splash: Leichhardt Council filed five
school classes through the FM, then Warringah ten classes over
two days, then Darling Harbour, then Bondi Beach — all in one
week!

All made possible by our scores of devoted Frog Explainers.

Have a look at the new FM photos on our website Here Matt, just like the frogs themselves, is keeping an eye
www.fats.org.au. Here are a few additional ones: on everything that moves.

T — Our last FM show will be at Centennial Park by the Duck Pond
The FM never failed to attract large crowd, here at the where it all started. If you want to say farewell to it, be there on

2008 Frog and Reptile Show at Castle Hill Showground. Sunday, 13 July, between 11 am and 4pm. L.V.


http://www.fats.org.au/

Our mission is to describe the many
and varied patterns in the
distributions, abundances and diversity of
terrestrial vertebrates, and to understand
the processes that create and shape them.
This quest is driven by our fascination
with the richness of vertebrate life and
the systems that sustain it, and by the
imperative to conserve and manage what
we can in a world that is impacted
increasingly by human activity. We focus
our major efforts in the Australasian
region because the conservation
challenges here are so urgent.

We recognise and emphasise the
fundamental importance of teaching and
learning in ecology. We seek solutions by
applying excellence in ecological research
and training, by collaborating with research
partners within and outside the university,
and by engaging the broader community.

We require enthusiastic volunteers to help us check pitfall traps for
small mammals and reptiles, survey vegetation plots, collect seed and
invertebrate samples, and help with the establishment of new research
projects. The work is physically demanding, but very rewarding,
giving volunteers experience in a wide range of survey techniques and
research skills. Volunteers required for September (3™ i 25" Sep)
and October (8™ 28™ Oct) desert trips. See the desert during a
boom! Contact Aaron Greenville aarong@bio.usyd.edu.au

CRAVENS PEAK - BIODIVERSITY OF THE SIMPSON DESERT
Saturday 17 December 2005 Summary

he Australian Bush Heritage Fund has just bought a property

the size of metropolitan Sydney to protect some of the most
remarkable plant and animal diversity of any desert in the world.
Cravens Peak near Boulia is their second reserve in South West
Queensland and together they protect almost half a million
hectares.

These private conservation reserves are the culmination of 16 years of
research lead by Chris Dickman, from the University of Sydney.
Environment specialist Alexandra de Blas crawls through the desert
dunes to find out what lies beneath. Program Transcript can be found
at http://www.abc.net.au/rn/science/ss/stories/s1531895.htm

Chris Dickman is an ecologist at the University of Sydney and he was
with Alexandra de Blas, you will remember her from the program
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Heritage Fund. Guests on this program: Professor of Terrestrial Ecology
School of Biological Sciences University of Sydney
cdickman@bio.usyd.edu.au

Further information:

The Australian Bush Heritage Fund
http://www.bushheritage.org

Ethabuka
http://www1.bushheritage.asn.au/default.aspx?MenulD=436

Cravens Peak
http://www1.bushheritage.asn.au/newsletters/2005summer/cravens_fr.html

The Lake Eyre Basin
http://www.deh.gov.au/water/basins/lake-eyre/

National Reserve System

The purchase of Cravens Peak was made possible by a $1.8 million
grant from the Australian Government under the Natural Heritage
Trust's National Reserve System program.
http://www.deh.gov.au/parks/nrs/

FATS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2008

he Frog and Tadpole Study group NSW inc (FATS) AGM will

be held at 7pm 1*August 2008, building 22 Jamieson Street,
Homebush Bay (Sydney Olympic Park). If you would like to ask
questions about joining the FATS committee, please give any of the
current committee members a call. See page 12. The committee meet
six times a year at one of our homes, from 2pm to 5pm, usually on a
Sunday afternoon and occasionally a week night. Committee meeting
times may change in the future to suit new members. Please consider
applying. New members are very welcome. No previous experience
required. MW
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