THE FROG AND TADPOLE
NUMBER 30 - JULY 1997
STUDY GROUP OF NSW INC. PO Box A2405

Sydney South NSW 1235

THE NEXT MEETING - 7.00 PM, FRIDAY THE 1 ST OF AUGUST 1997
_ AT THE AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM (WILLIAM STREET ENTRANCE)

FOR YOUR DIARY: THE OCTOBER 1997 MEETING WILL BE HELD

ON FRIDAY 26 TH SEPTEMBER 1997 ONE WEEK EARLIER ‘
TO AVOID THE LONG WEEKEND AND SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

MEETING FORMAT for 1st August 1997 CONTENTS
The next meeting pl
7:30pm Green - thighed Tree Frog - Frank Lemckert Last meeting & the AGM  p2
_ Frog Photography p2
8.10pm Spotted Grass Frog - Arthur White Favourite frog slides p3
Licensing p3

8.15pm 5 favourite frog slides or 5 minutes
y 8 “ Field trips planned p3

Annual Financial Stmt pd
World Environment Fair  p4

9.00pm Finish for tea, coffee & biscuits Frog breeding seasons pd
Frogbits & Future Events pS

8.40pm Raffle and Auction

"Endfrogs" publication  p6

- Aussie Geo pb

Aust Soc. of Herpetologists p6

News and announcements, field trips, projects and committee reports. Green-thighed frogs pb
Discussions, advice, gossip, welcome table, auction, sales table! Press clippings S
Bring a visitor! Committee contacts ph




THE LAST MEETING (6. 6.97)
A THE A

| he resolution to effect a change to our Rules of
Association was carried: The formerly separate committee
positions of Exiubition Coordinator and Publicity Officer

are now amalgamated, and there will be two of them.

Martyn Robinson, as outgoing President. gave a summary of
nighlights of the past year, he thanked the committes and
Togmarched various committes members up to give brief
~sports of happenings in their areas.

Arthur White presented his audited financial report - which
you will see further down in this issue. A vote of thanks was
carried (a) to Arthur for his diligent work and good financial
results, (b) to the Museum for keeping our costs low by
reating the Hallstrom Theatre out to us at very preferential
rates and (c) to Bamnardos Australia for the use of their

photocopier for most of the year, keeping our printing costs
down.

The committee was then duly dissolved. an election took place
and Frank I emckert emerged as our new President. The other
committee members are:

Chair Giselle Howard
Secretary Alison Frappell
Treasurer Arthur White
Membership Officer Anthonyv Nicholson
Field Top Coordinator Ken Griffiths
Editorial Panel (a) Monica Wangmann

(b) vacant

(C) vacant
Exhibition / Publicity (a) Lothar Voigt

(b) vacant

{f you are interested in taking up one of the vacant positions,
please ring Frank Lemckert on 02 9 872 0159 or Alison

;e;s ideally but cheaper, ymmnuseampmm
ﬁ:thasammsetnng' andifthefmgisbigcnmgh .
Other solutions in the cheaper category are i

(Where you lose much of the light), or m:h
magnification lenses (where you lose some clarity By
the edges) or a ISVErsing ring so you can put your NOrmal
lens on back-to-front (and where you also lose some light)
All these solutions can be frustrating when you're chzm;‘mé
lensesinthenﬁddieafasmlmp. in &ledlrkandinlhcmn
and with the frog about to take off again

So for serious fun, a macro lens it is. And while you're at it
get a 100mm one for the flightier subjects and a S0mm one
for the more sessile subjects. With the longer lens you can
keep twice the distance from the frog. with the shorter one
¥ou get twice the depth of field

Then you need some flash guns, mainly so you can stop
down to get good sharp depth Two guns with different
power output will give you some shadowing to prevent the
picture from looking flat and featureless. (A nng flash -
which you can tell by the bright circles in the frog's eyes -
would probably illuminate your frog too evenly.)

Mount your two flashguns and camera onto a frame with a
steady grip, perhaps a bicycle handle. When you're up 1o
your waist in the water, the illusion of you riding a bike will
be perfect.

A head torch is best for picking up eyeshine to find your
frogs, but it can get in the way of the camera. You can strap
a small torch onto the camera though. (If the torch is too
bright, especially for closeup work, you can't see the
eyeshine reflection.)

In rain, wrap plastic bags around your equipment and cable
connections.

Always have your gear ready to go in the field

Avoid too many shots of frogs in artificial setups. Snapping
them in situ, against the background they chose, usually
works better. And many frogs stay put anyway.

B._THE “NORMAL” MEETING -Andifymﬂmmdpummmghmhymm

: : flashguns make every scratch in the glass light up. But

rog Photography, a slide show treat by Ken Griffiths, that's another story, hopefully for some other time with Ken.
was truly something for evervone.

For those of us who may not be able to tell one end of a
camera from the other but who just love watching frogs
amplexing, well, and calling and climbing and fighting and
all the other things they do, this was a show worth
remembering. The next best thing to being out in the field
with them: maybe even better - let Ken get bitten by the
mozzies instead!

Then there are those of us to whom a frog is mostly a pretty
g00d excusc for getting the camera out. For them, this is
Kea's advice:

. Ymmdasi.nglc-imsreﬂexcamaa,hhﬂyﬂﬂiaﬁm
macro lens.

Frapell on 02 9 436 0188




The five slides people brought in:

¢ Marion took pix of strange colour morphs
mo of Hip-pocket
Frogs. She also found that those across the border
southern Queensland were bigger than ours.

Arthur found that both the Wallam Froglet Crinia immula
and the Heath Frog Litoria Bttlejohni were calling at
Kurneil, tarned on by the coid weather The perched
swamps at Karnell in which the #mnule hang out are very
acid and very saline (up to one third sea water?). X

Frank showed photos of Mixophyes and made us guess
which species they were. So we demeocratically decided
that the one with the silvery-blue eye top was a balbus (the
Stuttering Barred River Frog), and the ome with the dark

eye with a little bit of gold in it was a fasciolatus (the
Great Barred River Frog).

Frogfriendly valuables, lovingly donated by our members,
wercinpanaucﬁowdoﬂ'bylmhﬁr,inpansnldaxmemhle
by Monica. They produced $ 150.00 for our katty.

Ehtcdvidoryspeectwsunﬁogkmslimwﬂdedoﬁ'
the day - still premature but on increasingly safe grounds'
L.V.

LICENSING: THE FINAL COUNT

podﬂuntokccpingﬁogsandm;nﬂﬁamoumedm 78
letters during the two-month NPWS review period. (2300
mﬁdoﬁmﬂmmmmmmmm
considered ) For the proposals were a round 8,200 letters!!!
(Manyofthcscwpiiﬂsminfnvmofbmhpmposals-ﬁ-ogs
mdmﬁh.mﬁmmmmhmmmﬂmmponses,
we have nearly 12,000 on our side.)

swem“wegimmcmmmﬂymmmm@ﬂ
ﬁnwgmandmwlﬁchmﬁshmﬂdbemym

mNPWSm:ﬁmnmadeuswaywthemm
umumsdmmnmemmm
M(mmmﬂ?.wﬂﬁnk)highfwiforcm3ﬁmm.h
mdm.nmupwﬁammzforﬁogswhichmm't
 think much of.
'Mmh%ﬁ._hhguodnrmd.thﬁeshmldbcaﬁmm
 update at the meeting,

MESSAGE FROM
THE FIELD TRIP CO-ORDINATOR

Ih;:w: several outings planned for the comung seasom SO

hopefuily therz will be a hittle interest. The cutings are family
artenﬁdﬁthm:hngmcﬁﬂﬁcuﬁpimedmcmm&g
kads can enjov the delights of frogzing together.
I plan to have 2 couple of overnight camps as well Below is a
gﬁdemﬁeﬁmpsmdmmmﬂﬂmsedmmm
mm_ﬁymmhmcuumm-mymmun
9520 9961 between 7 and 8 pm picase.

e Overmght camp at the Basin camping area in the Watagan
Mountains.

e Overnight camp at the Cecil Hoskins reserve near Bowral
Special permission will be given for FATS Group

- Mmmngwa[kmmﬁsandhﬂlsonmﬂiimﬂpcmnsnh:
Bring vour sand Sku.

e Night walk in Darkes Forest area.

e Afternoon walk. tea and night walk near Woronora Dam in
Heathcote NP

e Night walk around lagoons at Heathcote in Royal NP
e YerambaLagoon - Georzes R NP
Ken Griffiths

FIELD TRIP, SATURDAY 17 AUG 1997
DARKES FOREST

spodéghlintheDarkesFurestarcathisﬁme&fpr
A_shnuld prove good for the Whistling Tree Frog and Jervis
Bay Tree Frog Haswell's Frog should also be in abundance. It
will be cold and hopefully a little rain might fall as_mtll, sO
bring warm clothing and a thermos. Easy walking with some
water to walk in if you wish.

KG.

FIELD TRIP, SATURDAY 20 SEPT 1997
EEATHCOTEIENGADINE

ighting around two lagoons at Heathcote/Engadine arca

Sﬂmmumm rain there maybcw_tnm

spadﬁnfﬁﬂﬂ.ﬁasywnﬁl.upmfikmmmm
footwear.

K.G.




ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT WORLD ENVIRONMENT FAIR .

NEWCASTLE
1996-1997
Frog and Tadpole Stu ATS had a stall in Newcastie at the World -
g p dy Group of NSW s : ﬁ“lmﬁlhi‘;\ ]
s L) wmmmmmﬂoﬁ.ﬂpm_ﬁhhh ! '
jpening Balance: 29904  that it would be more pleasant to ﬁm“‘h“
than tun between stalls Nevertheless, the puy, s 1
enthusiastic, and we were able 1o answer and pag, o~ 1
acome Membership 2,719.04 information about what FATS does as a group. Thank YOu very
Auction/Raffles 916.00 much to Michacl Mahony for his organisation, 1 Angpe,
Donations 343,00 Danie, Leannc and the kids for their help. and 1 those g,
Frog tape sales 115.00 supplicd posters and other exhibits
Smiths Lake Fees 70.00 Thum
Bank Interest 13.04 S ——
Total Income 4,178 04
Fapenditure Meatmg Venue hure 220.00
Postage 243 80
Stationery/photo 135.39
Raffle items 27.95
Herpetofauna 490.00
NCC Membership 160.00
Bank Fees 23.54
Timer 10.75
Insurance 270.88
Smiths Lake hire 70.00
Frog tapes 316.95
PO Box rental 125.00
Print "Endfrogs" 900,00
Total 2,994 26
Expenditure HELP IN DETERMINING
FROG BREEDING SEASONS
Profit for year 1,191.78
have recently been in the position of providing advice on the
Closing Balance 1,490.58 best times and conditions to undertake surveys for frogs
After reviewing some draft plans, it has become clear that the
COMMENTS general text book information provided does not supply enough
The solid financial position that the Society has rea : specific detail as to when is the best time to look for breeding
have heload % tut il delivery and purchase costs by !heystatethattheTuskedFmgmbehemIlﬂMm"‘_
giving up their own time, Many people willingly join in the is rarely ever Illeard outside of spring/summer). In fact, there is
raffles and auctions to help the Society, others help with no real collation of this information anywhere, and so I am
manning stalls and spreading our membership brochures, ~ AUCMPHng to put together a report and then write a paper which
Because of this effort FATS is now in a position to undertake ~ PrOvides some of this information. What I would like from
more significant ventures. The publication of the *Threatened members of the FATS group is information on which months of

Frogs of NSW" report is now possible. This book is the year they have recorded frogs calling and the timing of any
milestone for FATS and Australian batrachiology. Othc: actual egg-laying events, In general this would require people
substantial projects are being formulated. 1 congratulate the going back through their old field notes and then recording any
executive for their hard work and the membership for being so such records on a form 1 have produced for lﬂl Any help

A LN ~ 3
Y O o T
."\ii--- )

unselfish with their support and enthusiasm for our Society would be appreciated and all people contributing 1
Arthur White | 4 cmowledged. In fact, if the Group . ontribute enough
F.L. N
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