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Artlialr White
NEXT MEETING
SPEAKERS
Lolhar Voizl
Everyone

Everyone \exceplions
can be baodled!)

"Water guallty Ffar feags™
"By must recent frog observatien(s)™
"My Bve (5) favourite frog slides

Angus Adair {at ¢nd of mecting, "How to use the Endangercd ¥rog

for all those staving back)

REGULAR FEATURES

Survey form and guidelines"

News aonouncements and discussions

Updates on pryjects

%2 donztion at the door {a custom that will be
abilished [or members after October)

Refreshments and informal ammospbere provided

Visitors velcome (vell, ve vant them very much)

Currant major FATSG antivilias

Engangarad Frog Sunvey:

@ stugy of the hakital
characlersics, presert
distribasiian, 2ng
populatan ezes of 27
specias of "al risd” trogs
1ImHEW. Faniy iunces
through the MNatisng.
Es:zie Grant Frogram,
Frovgy sponsaec ov
Mizsan Ausrala

Froguesk 17347

EINZLWEERR IR POYSTI0ED
many acliviles Hlanned o
focus publc glierlicn and
intarast iIn endangsred
frogs. We zabopals
considerable publs
invobhia frent

S
\l\.
\

\ia Fala les mfermang, informal, topical arg practcal meelings ot yEar althe

fstralan Musaue tAdliarm Street @niatce) Sydney

veeings ate hald on tha fral Frday ol metouarny, ay,

Aogust, Cwlober ard Gecember at Tlor 7 30pm Ve ar pelively invcivad nomoiilor g

lrog papulsbans and frog slCes, and we croduse & newsletler FRUGEALL



SPECIAL GENCRAL MEETING

Separate Incorporation

The SOM voued in favour of the FATS Group becoming ncorporatesd scparately, rether than
arder the wnbrella of the Australizn Herpelological Society as ot present. ‘'1he vote was laken after
much soul-ssarching and financial Angst vver insurance and incorporation fees. We will noed 20
effcctive wembership dove o belp spread these overbeads.

The meeting also resolved to thank the ATIS for their start-up assistance and tor continue to
waork closely with thom.
Rules of Assecizlivn

The G voted in favour of adopfing a "constimtion” or set of niles drafted by Lothar,
Martyn anil $haue. 1he rules are compatible with the Governmenr's model rules anel are almost
identical oy tuwe of e AHS,

ANNUAL GENERAL MIETING
Convenor's and Treasurer's Reporty

Hieraldd's 1eport is included in full kercunder,

T.oihiar reporisd oo revenls and cxpeoditare of fab ihe DEFEPHeritage prand for the
endanuered frog survey (13 of the grant speal aver 1/3 af ths project duration] and (b} the FATS
ledger, showing a cuem balance of 41280, [he Truasurer's report was accepted by the meeting.
Comenittes Positions S— .

/b bW COMELHLE was elected, will names anl contect umbers as above.

THE LAST MEETING'S FROGGISH EYENTS

Nion |ioborof brought some stuaning stides of Tomeny Frogs (Te pefactplis) o the May
LATS Grenp meeting, Most Taudacivius species are in alarming decline; somu have oot been seen for
years, Dion then went on 16 show saots of Gastle Brondiug [rogs and of some great overseas frogs.

A nnmber of othor members (Artiw, Erank, Jacquie, Karen, Shans, Trevor) cach showed 4
short sequence of slides, and since all of Wew had © dirwitl frors, all were enthusiastically recorved.
By the way, they were good sindl as well!

To top it off, Harald showed pix of Fasicra Pobbletuk (L. dwmerilily tadpoles with tail
fite thet were nod caly unsnally large but alse had an unasul blackish rim around the edge and had
coninous bites chomned out of the tits. 1le fourd that the culprits wee draponfly larvas whick bad
inelieed the ads to grow spacial "hile ine bere” ptaces.

GREEN-AND-GOLDEN BELE FROMWGS
At the Ture AHS meeting, Alan Greer tlked about [iteria aursg and abeut decliniog fiegs in
geperal. Some highlights, for those wiganissed this show:
+ Yy round mourhers, of the 2000 tros species worldwids, Austalia has 200 aud die survivas of af
least 20 of thise in Awsirglin is of Yery sornli Coooem,
# Tlres basic theories:
fat [be dectine sy be henipn and par ol catusal pornlalion foctuations e, "wWe dido't
lari ibe fee"),
{b There mey be n aimple plobal [actor, such ws LY. {llenee bz Jikening of [Tn2s 10 candrss
dist wore ey dow tee eval mines - Lhe canaries asplyadatsid fird and gave Toines
wearLia g, )
() There may by a vanety of differenl veasons. {Aud tbere is n Tt of money fding one which
orel st yoiu choosa!)
* Tie Groew-and-Goklen Bell Fron, which iz now in U most theemened category, wwst have been
enmmaa until 4 few decades age. No quanttalive historical data is available though - sppaettly
wobody thoughs of mecording it
= Home 15 locrions with auocas bave boon nocorded in ihe widir Syduay ares over D2 st dwen years,
ninsdly arnond sandy areas (e.g, Botany Bay) or dislurbad sites {r.g. Poscherry, Homehuosh Bayi.
* T slist all cases, e vilkain fur aueas in the Sydoey area is the Toroduced Mosquita Fish
(ranibang aifinis).
+ Thunderscorns and Eabiniug marm aurds Ot



+ They bask in full sunshine, even in January, They go dack when cold, and light with individualised
markings wheo warm.

* The voung fsperse early; and dispersal may be Limiting their deasity at the Homehush gite (with
50-100'breeding adulls, (he largest anrea sitc in the Sydney arca and dglt in the way of (he Olympic
developmenty.

* The Olympic Corporation propuses (o build adiacenl aurea habitats, in exchange for Lhe brick pit.

+ The Ruseberry site, with 7-10 breeding adults, has 600 bome housing ynits planued next o the
L

{Since aurea is our only threaleueed frog that will broed io peopls's back gardens, it shonld be worlh
targeting a tailored Frog (acts a1 residents i their dispersal path, -LV)

Pilprimage to Canherm hy Barbara, Jacyuie, Karen and Shang to the Canberra Herp Group
meetiog, Michael Mahony speaking:
* There is a pattern emerging - the disappearing Quecnsland rainforest frog species arc
predominantly daytime baskéers and high altitude pees. ['fbe jucy is still out, but in the meastime,
dou't bask through the gzone hole. )
* Sick frogs have been fupnd with a vinis on or io them. [Dio they ge sick from something clee, o
weakened, and then the virus gets them? Or Is it the cause or Is it & harmless one just sitting there?]

SNOFROGE SURYEY SHIZE

For the Endangered Fros Survey, we would Jove 4 minimam of gen feld survey cala sheets
for each of the Larget species - 4 mbl order for some specics, but these are jusl U goes wherc we
should try the hardost!

As decided at a conunitiee meeting of 9.5.94, everybedy on the project please do e
follovsaing:
* Send v completed data sheers o Harald Kbmann (via FATS Group PO Box). Hagald will tiew
send a copy 1y Michael Mabony for logging into a data base, anid will lodge & copy with the Ansirli=n
Musgam's Herp Seclion.
+ 1 you have claimable expenses, send your claiar sheer and receipts (3 Martyn Robinson (via FATS
Group PO Box). Remenrber: no data sheet, no claim sheet!
* |f you need blank dals and claim forms, Shane, Martyn, Harald or Lothar can frs you up.

1f ¥ou are new fo this and would like 1o participate (and are 4 member):
* Jing Lothar to be put on list for Sydney-based Geld wipe or © be put in contact wilh local field wip
CTEETILAE,
+ Agtend Angus' taining session at the cud of the next mecting.
*+ Hyradd is working on a sawn off version of data formn and wstructions, for the more oceasional
USErE.

AFNISTER'E APTROVAL

NSW frog people will remember the AHS proposal, with inpul by FATS Group an e
professional herp establishment, on which species should be exerpt faom leensing, which showkd b
alle 1o he colleoted and kept after an over-the-counter licenes and which shuuld have mire protection.

The Minister has now giver ber approval to the proposal, apparcnitly as it stood (subjecl i
“and ampaibizng” heing added bk e Acth It will come inwe effect alter gazeil w January HLTH
when ihe Depaniment kas drawn up procedures w administer i,

Cine Wanks o Crerry Swan and Glean Shea who have trglussly aud successfully pushed this
ook

UCTTER FROGWATCHING BY WEATHEEWATCHING
by | Larald Bhuan

Weather and froes go ngethar like sound and music. There's & ol of ussoitable weatbur
{moicer] and wnueh less suitwhle weather (mvosicd for frog activity, CF course the 5wecltsl usic 10 ous
gars is a headlly chorus of breeding frigs! Se bow can you make your frogwalching morg successiud
i rewarding? - by improving your weatherwaiclon g skills.



Ti you have deoe the wewllier homewark and you koW your specics” breeding times (winter,
summer elc) and nzeds (warm and burmid, flocding, heavy rain cid) you are much more likely to have
an ¢ujoyable and productive night with the frigs.

There afe several weather reporting and forecasiing prxlucts now available that can help you
erpcroy shy.

Radafall reports from the Bureaw of Mcleorology include district minfalls oo 4 daily, woekly,
monthly, three monthly, nine monthly and 18 monthiy basis, These are vsually i map form and they
provide information ou iow wel your arcaidistrict is, how much 1ain has fallea recently ewc. Examples
of weockly, monthly and three montbly maps are ingnded with this issui of FROGCALL. Some use
actual rainfati {in mm - ses weckly rainfall mape) , while others use a coinprrisen with e long-tenn
averane rainlall {exprossed as gn excess Or dCfcit o pevcent or 45 2 decilie),

Tuke a look al the fonr most recent weskly average raintall maps and notice how rainfall
varies actoss e state Irom wesk to week, You can "keep track” of the moistne (b idity, rain) snd
ihe Likelihood of [ree water (Lo breading) in your part of the sate, Weekly, maotlly {and oties)
ruinlali mapping is obiained regulary for the FATSG survey wotk.,

Rainfall [precasts Lhat are available include Seanomal Climanz Cutlook whicl uses the
sonthern Oscitlation Index to pradict the likefihood of abwve: ir below aversge rinfalt, The
Australian publishes maps of the likelihood of raim o the nexd day, and SBS Television iransmits a
Weatberwatch Saellite image sach day, Al these can heip consideribly in gettiny, the earliest possible
notiee dliout frog weather for your excursion, Sume of these [orecasts arg alip phiained for e FATSO
survey wink,

The SBS sate] lie nnage is transmitted twice each day as "Weatheragich”, uswally around
W30 amn and 2:20 pm weckdaws and carlier oo weekends (check you 1Y prugramme), 10 you wair a
detiiled informaton sheet oo (bis imege phone the Burean of Metenrodoey for 2 copy. Besides Lt
and dale text there is a colpur-coded uppermost surface empLranire sCale ran ping from black (+30
deg, £ o red {-25 deg.} to white (-80 dee ). Clond masses with upper sutface (Cmperamres liveeer than
-0 disp. ulten result in hezvy ain, If you check thi: mag each day von will be able 1@ "frack™ Lhe cloud
masses il ave lkely w produce good dewnpours in your patt of the siale.

Ax any meteorclogist or fisbarmersen will (61l you there is a o to weather forecasiny. But
with galy a bit of eflofl vou cun greatly Lnprove your weathier skills which in Mmoo will definily
impoers your fropeing skills and the fross misic oo wikl hesr Lo the tredd. Wha knones, frop walchers
rsy cven replioe fisieraey as the weather pracles’

Tha muinfall repons (napping} and forecasts ag readily availible {froe) 0 FATE Giroup
members who are actively nvolved in onr Lodangered Prog Survey work. Contact e on QiR-257-385
cr Lothar ¥eiabon (0213719179 by arranpe a000ss.

Aay you enjie hetter fmogwatching by better wealbervatching !

YO AMEMEBERSHL FRES

A peewienily annonnead. FATS Growp membership (ees will be due by the 7 Croroher
pueeling il will B T the following shx munths;

Mernbership with Frogealf and Herpetofinaa L0
Mumbership with Frogoadl 53
Family membership with #rogeall and Herperafauna %is
Onverseas membership with Fropeoff airmailed $14

Oyerseas wiembership with Fragealf and Herpeinfauna aicmailed %53

I 'hese e the sir-rranthly mies o take ws 1 the 2ad of he Franclas year From next May,
anmal fees will apply Cahiclt alec brings us in hne with AFLS fees and procedusci).

A nost converient fin o-use meenber ship and paymen foom ks encloged witly thiz
FROGD ALY The frogs oeed yon,

FARLY PAVMENT RAFFLE!
PAY AT NEXT MEEILNG Al READY AND ENTHR T TCAR il



MEMBER WEMWS

froon Shape Gow;

Post card from Tasusoia; Found a new Southern Bell Frog (Litoria rarifurmis) site with 5
metamerhs, 0ne of them teformed. Also 15 Brown Tiee Frogs (Lit. ewingi) under one log, others
calling - topether with Spotted Marsh Frops (Limacdyaastes (asmaniensis), But lusia fawonrite ald
stnly siie it bulldozers; ow under 2 m of soil and salt bush, Wish you wene bere,

P.5. Abonl 30 peaple wiote in aficr Burke's Buckyard's Dog flick - most of the requests selling
redirecicel 10 RANA I Queensland dmoagh.

trom Martyn Robinsan:

& conple of interesting calls W the Museum:

17 A Cromer fruit shop has supplicd 11 frogs w voe of their ranophile [sounds botler than
frog loving, docsn't it?] customers over the 1as0 8 months ur 50, Apparcntly the majority are While-
lipped ‘Eree 'rogs, but they haven't been posilively identificd vl

2} A North Ryde resident brovght in a bunch of Conum Lastem Froglets {Criria signifera)
infested with Barrachomyd fly larvae. | biven't heard of Crintz belng infictad o e past, H anyone
eleewhiere observes fly parasites in frogs please sead the live pupas (duop) k-

Eutomaolgey Division

Australion Museom

PG Hox ATES

Sydney South 2000
complete with Jocaligg and L of frog concerned.

from Taothur Voizn

A crescendn of Brown Tree Lrogs (L, awingd) from the back garden, after the vy o early
Tule. And last Qotober ey wete still eges thomsedves! Now they spasmed a1 least 8 ege clumps in
onc nizht. Aud not a peep vut of the resident Brown-striped Manh Frogs {l.im. pernoti} dardmg this
racket! Mived blessings for the neighlsaurs indeed.

'‘Lhe gardeniog expo at Darling Harbour netted nesrly 100 dollars w1 donations from fricndly
Frowefects (ans flncking te the TATE display. As before, Martyo 8id ali the photocopying.

Wy Gray's Banjo tads (Lim. dumeriiil grayiy had developed large black-rimmed it T with
hits missiag, just Hke e bugese-bitten tadpoles i the shides Hurald showed at e Tast mesting. Sal
rang hinn up, saying thee 1 defomely didu't have a dragonfly lara i with mine. "Ll yes, youn hasc.
Just lave @ closer Faok." "O% ue, | baven't.”! This vweent on and on. ALty expense - ms phane catl.
Beiug the more reasenatyie ong, 1 finally did bave another 12k - and thers was the Jittle Lostor! Do,
e weeks Tatgr, the mudeve is siill in theee with them, but the tads must have outgrows L Thei
teids Buah owmal again,

Poue call from Hirald: "By Gls are growiog better wili your Ammogon.”  Course 1acy
Ao’ Nohody likes auungris to thei duiok,

What wouk! indhwe YO @ wrin in? Witk YOUR recent frog aews?

A Dne-way 10p t Dake's Lorcst, all expenses paid?

Eyvarlasting funsz for awlling 1o this repository of tadbit & froghit Enowledge?
| he need o pubiish al Jes?

Ch simpy the OppoTTULIlY 1 record seowtiing lat may be wupcriant?

Tost oo il

And sent yonr eews 1o the FATS Group 1°0 Dos,

OF MEN AND MICE, AND OF T1IE CANARY IN YOUR PYIALAS
by T.othnr Woigt

Tiis canaty in We coal ming might strike much closer io hoe. Perhaps as clost as the froy
in your throat, Tive seeadngly ancelated svents:



(1) A recent ABC FM "(xeen and Practical” broadcast drew atention 10 tindings of Graste
decreases in the sizes of homan male genitalia sinty earker this century. A 253% highor incidence of
imigescended testcles was revealed, togetliet with 3 loss of vigl measuremcnts Lo pamful o
conleruplate. Iwplicated wer: pesticides which apprar 10 act & pestropen mimics: The problemn of
overpullution has mow boen cast squarely inio the 1ap of man,

{2y Earkicr this year a New scientist article showed a correlation of (e guset of heavy DI
uzape with the appearance of [hin brittle cog shells in 0spreys, tapether with other examples 10
frighten L readecs.

(%) An SMIT article a few years back was abot ﬂrgaﬂﬂr:h.lori.uf:—mntamiﬂated ocenn fish
caupht 30 kuy off Sydney. (The reasan 1 ramenihered the arlicle at all was becauso I was about o have
{he house spraved against termitzs!)

(4} A rocent Scivatific American article on crbryvwc development revealed the following:
in pregnant mice, wheee amale ambryo is swronnded by fruals cmbryos, that male i also
surrounded by an abave-average amount of Destrogen ADd Frws up o become 4 male with Tars
female trails than avarage. Conversely, where female embryo is surrounded by male Ones, il
hecares 4 Wobse with some niale eharacterislics, And o cattls, in the rase event of toins, » [Bmiie
fosiT BHOTE wilh a male twin apparendy ciunat he msed far bieeding, baving been formed inan
enviranmeul 1 high o lestosternoe.

{5) At e 2nd World Congress of Herperrlogy iu easy Januacy, & worry Was capressed At a
workshop bt loew-level posticides throughout the CLYIOLMEDL, Demng suspecied oesrogen imick,
may have (© do with the problem of declininz amphibian populations.

T this iy 5o, thep frogs may be dicatars of more thiu we think. 1s man heading for & et
Gtz populaion pnpiosiau? Perhaps Geya's revenpe? [0 sy case, T wor's show ty ek of thumb pads
sud voral sack to my pet frog, 1 don'twank i he pie canary Gither.

¥ DECLANTS, VIRUSES AND YT
bey Brac Cullen

Amphibian dueclings are apparently SUowming o0 2 world-wide scale, with many of (hese
(eclmes tebing place in pristing arcis and 50 are ok thonght 1 be U COMSEqUEnce of man's activies.
Thue rode of pallinfuos, purticularly virases. in those declings has heen laggely jmored Stedics are
camently being onderiaken al e Depariment of Binmedicad and Tropical Velerinary Seienots, Tamnes
Cpok University, Torwnsvilie, 10 efucidate (he role of vimses n amphibian declines. Australka has tweo
recughised iridovingsss wliich s Yo 1o cause tepid and almast devastation tg some frog and fith
species, these heing Bablc sridervirus (DT and epirnotic hacmainpaicLc TeCTosis yims (EHNY) A
mnjor porion af the: <ludy irrabves losing as many species of Irogs as possible for susceptibilicy o e
fuenwa viouses, o well as 1 exining fisld populations of amplikians for evidence ol viral infeetion.

Chee of e protdens encountered has becn obiainiag 2 snifciom nuniber and species ralge of
apliians. A request is prrefore made o anyons who may b able 1o supply wnphibians 16 belp
wits this vesearch. All BArdve STRRCIS G0 2005 latte, of any ife stage [TOM CZE K adull A minimas
of 3 5 individusts o sy parlicnl species 1s eguired, with zn oprimal prambier of asonnd 40 to 50
Appropridle transporiatan anel Lalding peanits »hail be ohrained from hoss smates which ICgure
il and pansporLaion Sosts will be Jcl Iy Tamss Cook Tioiversity. For further infonoution please
Coraci:

Thrad Cnllen

Depurtsnent of Biomedical and Tropical Yoterinary Sciences

James Cook University

Towosville (JLT: 4811

i (077 B150T9, Fax (/) T9 1526

P, Rrad i adse intorested 1 any sivk froes, especiadly oOcs [oundh i the Getd, Ideally, hetd like thein
live ASAT o if this cannot be dong 0 thesy are likely w die iu iransis, he asks i they can he (07D
anil seur up 1o ki Ve yecoanmends a fopack polySTYICOe esky with o freszer brick aud overnighl
delivry,



AT CLATDLES HARDWARLL CORNEER
by Lothar Yoigt

Tha yius bave any frog bowls?

Dhop Bewls? Here,

Frig howls. -

You mean like poldfish bowis?

Mo, frog howls,

Look, @ dop drinks from its bowd, right? I doesnt swispin It A goldftsh bow! is for swimming in, not
fizr drinking froe, righ? So, what's a frag bow! for?

Well, both, really.

Yuek!

o you have any?

I'mi gonnda gei ihe bosy, - Clad!!f

Bonjour, Monsieur, my name is Clawde.

He wanis a frog io drink Kis bathi water,

A countryman of mine? To drink your bath water, Monsieur?

Actoally, iU's 2 Baujo Frog, T just want it 10 have a scak and a paddle and | want 1o kesp the waler
clean, thi atl

Ah, oul, What does il 'ave pow? . -

A soup bowl. T chenpe the water almost every day, bni sowetimes I'm oot bome on wechends, gl
when 1 get back it's, well, it's .

Frog soup, Monsleur?

Yog

Alovs, then yow mnst nse a lacger bowl. Also, put some activated carbon into ihe water, in a
stocking which you must acquire, Monsieur. Change the carbon when it can no looger keep the
water swieet, after such weckends of yours.,

Okary. 1 try to keep iy tnk really clzan. Jiut it also goes (0 the twoilel where it bumrows. 1 had red soil
from ke inland but now I ose mostly hrickis's sand that sticks together & Tt

Yixcelient, Monsieur. You can alse mix activaterd carbon inte your sand o keep it fresh lenger.
Avything elez 1 com nse carban for?

i, oui, of course? H you are sumetmes awuay for Janger than these weekends, pat twe hoscs
into your frag bowl nod connect them to a pump apd carbon filter. Your can then also make ao
aqua-lerrarinn. with a little waterfall wnd with Fish as well it they are blp erough vr fast enough
to not got calen. Then you will need pleniy of carbon so 1hat the Frag's skin secretions (o't
alfect the fish.

Thar would he nice, Clande. Does carbon ulio condition tip wates?

Chui, Monsivar, buf only to seme extenl. 1t Is easiest lo Jut the water st in the sun for-a week,
wills a fow water plants in it. For tadpoles and very small [rigs, nze only well conditioncd water,
also If you have a Giologically aclive ondergravel Hlter.

Midive?

Cuveresd with gowsd hactevia thiat take bad ammoenia out of waler. The ehlorioe in Lap water
would kill vour Dacleria. Mansieur, do vou like undergravel filters?

Weli 1.,

Tres hien, that iv wonderful! They are perfect for aqua-terrarinms with ruin bars because you
can make above-water priavel filters so your bacteria also get frosh sir to thrive And you can
builit wp terraces with plants on them, and you can bide stockings fuil of carbon vnder Lhe top
layer of pravel, and and and - oh, they ave very very good, Monsjeur.

T 1y alsg take e teally big froy poo out? From large frogs?

Such matter accumulates in the lowest underwaler pavt where the gravel is thinnest and the
suction strongest, Yo can syphun it out [rom there, stic vp the gravel a bil with your fnger as
you siphion, remoye parl of your waler like this, then replace it with your cumdidoued water.
2o wivn sell any nndergravel filters, Claude?

Rut there i oo need! You can make the hest nne possible from clectricsl conduit pipe with slits
sawn (o cverywhere, cannect them with elbows - exactly like the rain bar you have made. Caly
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